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On the True Knowledge of Jeho- 
vah., 


HILE Paul was waiting 

at Athens for Silas and 
Timotheus, bis spirit was stirred 
in him, when he saw the city 
wholly given to idolatry. His 
zeal and compassion moved him 
to take every proper opportuni- 
ty to enlighten their minds in 
religious knowledge. He first 
conversed more privately, and 
then disputed more publicly ; 
untilat length he awakened the 
attention and curiosity of the 
principal men of the city, as 
well as of the people in general, 
to hear him preach a proper ser- 
mon. He cheerfully etnbraced 
the opportunity presented, and 
adapted his discourse to the cha- 
racter and condition of his audi- 
ence. This he did with great 
ingenuity and propriety. “ ‘Then 
Paul stood in the midst of Mars- 
hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, 
I perceive that in all things ye 
are too superstitious. For as I 
passed by, 1 found an altar with 
Vor. III, No. 3. 
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this inscription, to the UNKNOWN 
Gop. Whom, therefore, ye ig- 
norantly worship, him declare I 
unto you.” Some suppose, this 
unknown God wasa deity, whom 
the Athenians introduced among 
their other divinities in the time 
of a plague. But it is more 
probable, that their unknown 
God was the God of the Jews, 
whom they had been told was 
invisible, and whom they accor- 
dingly called the unknown God. 
This seems to be implied in 
Paul’s saying, “ Him declare I 
unto you.” He declared the true 
God, who was the professed God 
of the Jews. But be this as it 
may, it appears from what Paul 
said to the Athenians, that it is 
of great importance to teach 
‘men the true knowledge of God. 

It is proposed, 

I. To show what is necessary 
in order toteach menthe true 
knowledge of God. And, 

II. To show the importance 
of teaching them this knowl- 








edge. ; 
I. Weare to consider what is 
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necessary in order to teach men 
the true knowledge of God.— 
‘The apostle takes it for granted, 
that the Athenians believed 
the existence of one Supreme 
Being, which was the opinion 





of mankind in general, notwith- 
standing ‘their gross idolatry in | 
paying religious homage to a/ 
multiplicity of inferior deities. | 
For this reason he does not at-| 
tempt to prove the existence of | 
an unknown God, but only to in- | 
form those idolaters what a be- 

ing he is. They believed, that | 
there did a God exist, who was | 
superior to all the gods whom 
they made, acknewledged and 
worshipped ; but they were per- 
fectly ignorant of the perfec- 
tions, operations and designs of 
the one Supreme Being. And 
this isthe ignorance, in which all 
the Heathen, and most of the 
Christian world are now invol- 
ved. Hence it is easy to see 
what is necessary in order to 
give men the true knowledge of 
God. They must be taught his 
perfections, operations and de- 
igns. 

They must be taught his per- 
fections. The first of all beings 
must be necessarily existent. — 
He could not owe his existence 
to any being before him, because 
there was none before him. He 
could not have owed his exist- 
ence to the voluntary exertion of 
his own power, because he had 
no power nor choice, before he 
existed. He must exist, there- 
fore, by the necessity of his na- 
ture ; which necessity is beyond 
the comprchension of all created 
beings. We can conceive that 
there should be something in 
God himself, which renders his 
existence absolutely necessary, 





though we cannot explain what 
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this something is, nor form clear 
and distinct ideas of it. 

Asthe first of beings is self. 
existent, so he must be indepen. 
dent. Independence naturally 
and necessarily results from self- 
existence. The being who ex- 
ists of himself cannot be depen- 
dent upon any otherbeing. He 
must be teuly self-sufficient— 
He must have every thine in 
himself alone, which is requisite 
to render him completely bles- 
sed, 

A sclf-existent and independ- 
ent being must be immutable. 
There can be nothing within 
him, ner without him, to pro- 
duce the least variableness or 
shadow of turning 

This self-cxistent, independ- 
ent and immutable being must 
be omniscient. He must know 
himself, and by knowing him- 
self, he must necessarily know 
all things past, present and fu- 
ture. 

His perfect knowledge must 
be connected with pertect wis- 
dom, ora capacity of forming 
the greatest and best designs, 
and of devising the best means 
to accomplish them. 

Nor can we conceive, thata 
self-existent and independent 
being, whois possessed of bound- 
less knowledge and wisdom, 
should be destitute of almighty 
power, to exccute whatever de- 
signs he should form. These 
natural pertections of the Deity 
are under the influence of per- 
ject benevolence, which com- 
prises the whole of his moral 
character. His goodness is dis- 
interested and impartial, and ex- 
tends to ali beings, who are ca- 
pable of either happiness or mis- 
ery. God is love,” and from 
this source proceeds holiness, 
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justice, truth, faithfulness, grace 
and mercy, and, indeed, every 
possible moral cxcellence.— 
Such are the natural and moral 
perfections God always did, does 
now, and always will possess. 
But, it may be supposed that 
he might have existed from eter- 
nity unto clernity, without ex- 
erting these divine attributes, or 
doing any thing to make an ex- 
ternal display of himself. He 
might have enjoyed himself in 
perfect i inactivity and tranquilli- 
ty, without ever producing any 
= ral effect, or bringing into 
xistence an y being or object.— 
This i is the idea, which many of 
the heathens, especially the Epi- 
cureans formed of God; and 
this is the idea, which many in 
the Christian world, really en- 
tertain of God, though they do 
not profess it. Ali careless, se- 
cure sinners, are in this sense 
Atheists. Though they pretend 
to believe there is a God 3 yet 
they do not believe that he ever 
did, or ever will concern himself 
with themselves or the rest of 
the world. Itis necessary, there- 
fore, in order to teach men the 
true knowledge of God, to make 
them acquainted with the opera- 
tions, 2s well as perfections of 
the Deity. God isthe most ac- 
tive being in the universe. Ev- 
er since he began to operate, 
there has not been a moment, in 
which he has ceased to exert his 
almighty power, and his giori- 
ous attributes. He made, by his 
almighty power, the heavens 
and the earth, and all the crea- 
tuves and objects which they 
contain, from the greatest to the 
smallest. Ife upholds the ma- 
terial, the animal and the ration- 
ai worlds in existence, from mo- 
mentiomoment. Hs holds the 








whole universe in his supporting 


-hand, and but for that constant 


support, it would sink into no- 
thing in an instant. He not on- 
ly creates and upholds, but gay- 
erns all things. No material 
object evey moves without his 
agency ; and no moral agent 
ever acts without his influence. 
He works in the minds of both 
angels and men, both to will and 
to do of his youd pleasure. All 
the changes in Acaven and earth, 
in the material and moral worlds, 
are brought about by his invisi- 
ble andinvincible hand. These 
operations of God belong to his 
character, which cannot be 
known while these are out of 
view. 

But though men may know 
the perfections and operations of 
God, yet they must still remain 
in great ignorance, until they 
are made acquainted with some- 
thing further about him; and 
that is, his designs. God works 


all things after ;the counsel of 


his own will. There is nothing 
that ever has been done, or ever 
will be done, cither by him, or 
by his creatures, which he did 
not determine should be done 
from the early days of eternity. 
No event has ever taken place, 
or will ever take place, but what 
he determined should take place, 
before the foundation of the 
world. God determined all his 
own actions, and, consequently, 
all the actions of his creatures, 
before he gave them, or any oth- 
er object, existence. Ilealways 
acts according to his original 
and eternal design, which was 
perfectly wise and benevolent. 
He intended to produce the lar- 
gest measure of holiness and 
happiness in the universe ; or 
to do the most good, that infinite 
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wisdom could devise, or almigh- 
ty power could produce. It is 
this eternal purpose of God, 
which renders all his operations 
infinitely amiable and glorious. 
Thus it is necessary in order 
to give men the true knowledge 
of God, to teach them the per- 
fections of his nature, the opera- 
tions of his hand, aid the coun- 
sels of his will. All these, es- 
sentially belong to his great and 
glorious character. The apos- 
tle, therefore, took this method 
to teach the Athenians the true 
knowledge of God, ‘ God, says 
he, that made the world and all 
things therein, seeing that he 
is Lord of heaven and earth, 
dwelleth not in temples, made 
with hands ; neither is worship- 
ped by men’s hands, as though 
he needed any thing, seeing he 
giveth to all life, and breath, and 
all things ; and hath made of 
one blood all nations of men for 
to dwell on all the face of the 
earth, and hath determined the 
times before appointed, and the 
bounds of their habitation ; that 
they should seek the Lord if 
haply they might feel after him 
and find him, though he be not 
far from every one of us: For 
in him, we live, and move, and 
have our being ; as certain of 
your own poets have said, For 
we are also his offspring. For 
as much then as we are the off- 
spring of God, we ought not to 
think that the Godhead is like 
unto gold or silver or stone, 
graven by art and man’s de- 
vice.” In these few sentences, 
God is represented at the ma- 


‘ker, the preserver, the disposer, 


and the determiner of all things, 
who is the only proper object of 
religious worship. ‘This plainly 
supposes, that the apostle con- 
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sidered the purposes and opera- 
tions of the Deity, as no less es. 
sential to his character, than 
the natural and moral perfec- 
tions of his nature ; and that all 
these must be exhibited,in order 
to give men a true knowledge 
of the first and Supreme Being. 
Indeed, we cannot form a just 
apprehension of any moral 
agent, and gain a true knowl- 
edge of him, without knowing 
the powers and faculties of his 
mind, the actions of his life, and 
the motives of his conduct. 
But when we know these things 
concerning God or any moral 
agent, we have a true knowledge 
of what he is, We now pro- 
ceed, 

II. To show the importance 
of teaching men this true 
knowledge of God. 

If there be one Supreme 
Being, who is the first cause of 
all things, it can be of no less 
importance to teach men the 
true knowledge of his character, 
than to teach them the knowl- 
edge of his existence ; because 
to know his existence, without 
knowing his character, can be 
of no service to them. This 
has been verified by unhappy 
experience from age to age, 
throogh all the heathen world, 
Their belief of an unknown 
God has had no tendency to 
enlighten their understandings, 
to govern their conduct, or 
mend their hearts. They have 
lived and felt, as though there 
were no true God, whom they 
were bound to love and obey. 
And the same ignarance of the 
true character of God must al- 
ways be attended with the same 
unhappy consequences. If then, 
the being and perfections of 
God be of nfinite importance, 
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it is of no less importance to 
mankind to have the true knowl- 
edge of his true character.— 
But this importance will more 
clearly appear, if we consider, 
1. Men must kuow the true 
character of God, in order to 
know their obligations to obey 
him. His commend, which 
requires them to love him 
with all the heart, is founded in 
the pertect rectitude of his 
character. If God were not 
perfectly holy, just and good, 
his law requiring perfect and 
perpetual obedience, would not 
be holy, just and good. God’s 
merely requiring his creatures 
to love him supremely, cannot 
make it their duty to love him 
supremely, unless he is really 
possessed of those attributes, 
which are supremely amiable. 
And from this it appears, that 
men must know, that he is 
possessed of infinitely amiabie 
perfections, in order to know 
and feel their obligations to love 
him with all the heart. Itis 
impossible for men to have the 
knowledge of the first and fun- 
damental law of God’s kingdom, 
without being taught the knowl- 
edge of his true character. For 
the whole propriety of this law 
is founded in God’s being wor- 
thy of being supremely loved, 
for what he is in himself, inde- 
pendently of his relation to us, 
as creator, preserver and bene- 
factor. His intrinsic moral ex- 
celience is the primary ground 
of its. moral obligation, And 
this ground of obligation cannot 
be known, without the true 
knowledge of his perfectly holy 
and amiable character. So that 


it is as important to teach men 
the true knowledge of God, as 
toteach them theobligation they 
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are under to pay him divine 
homage and obedience. 

2. Men must know the true 
character of God, in order to 
know their guilt and ill-desert, 
in disobeying bis commands. 
Sin is the transgression of the 
law of love ; and its demeritis 
always in proportion to the ob- 
ligaiion men are under to obey 
this law. If God be infinitely 
amiable in himself, then he isas 
a right to command his crea- 
tures to love him supremely, 
upon pain of eternal punish- 
ment. The threatening of the 
law to transgressors cannot be 
seen tobe just, only in the view 
of the true character of God. 
When he is seen to be infinitely 
amiable, it must be seen, that 
to hate and disobey him must 
be equally criminal, and de- 
serving of that endless punish- 
ment, which he has threatened 
against the least transgression 
of his holy and righteous law. 
The ill-desert of men’s offences 
towards God, always bears a 
proportion to the greatness and 
glory of his essential attributes. 
And, therefore, itis of as much 
importance to teach men these 
divine attributes, as to teach 
them that they are ill-deserving 
and hell-deserving creatures, 
For they cannot see the pro- 
priety of God’s saying, “ Cursed 
is every one that continueth not 
in all things written in the book 
of the law to dothem,” until 
they know how great and amia- 
ble a being they have disobliged 
and offended. But when they 
once have the true knowledge 
of God, this law comes home 
to their consciences, and carries 
full conviction that they deserve 
to die, and that itis of the 
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Lord’s mercies, that they have 
not been consumed. 

3. Men cannot know thcir need 
of 2 divine Redeemer without 
having the truce knowledge of 
God. The necessity of an atone- 
ment for sinners,in order to their 
salvation, takes its rise from the 
rectitude of the divine law, 
which also takes its rise from 
the rectitude of the divine char- 
acter. Were not God perfect- 
ly just as well as merciful, he 
would not threaten to destroy 
men eternally for transgressing 
his law, nor would he insist upon 
an atonement for sin, as the 
ground of forgiving transgres- 
sors. But since he is inflexiblv 
just, he cannot forgive sinners 
upon any other ground, than a 
fuil atonement for sin. He will 
sooner let heaven and earth pass 
away, than not muintain the 
rectitude of his character, and 
the justice of his law. So that 
the necessity of a mediator, in 
order to bring about a recon- 
ciliation between God and his of- 
fending creatures, is wholly 
founded in the moral beauty and 
excellence of the divine charac- 
ter. Hence it is of so much 
importance to teach men the 
true knowledge of God; 
for without this, they cannot 
know Jesus Christ, whom he 
has sent to redeem and save 
them. 

4. The knowledge of God is 
absolutely necessary in order to 
men’s exercising right affections 
towards him. While they are 
destitute of the knowledge of 
God, all their religious views 
and affections are nothing but 
idolatry. The Athenians wor- 
shipped the unknown God, but 
their worship, the apostle in- 
forms them, was real idolatry, 
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and therefore he felt it to be of 
infinite importance to teach 
them the true knowiedge of 
that God, whom they ignorant- 
ly worshipped. The Athenians 
were very religious, but all their 
religion was false and destruc. 
tive, while they remained desti- 
tute of the true knowledge of 
God. And this is equally true 
of all religious views and affec- 
tions, which are not founded in 
a true knowledge of the divine 
character. While men are ig- 
norant of the true God, it is 
not the true God whom they 
worship, but a false idea of him, 
which idea is a real idol; a 
mere image or creature of their 
own make. Ifence it is just as 
important to teach men the true 
knowledge of God, as to teach 
them to be religious, or to point 
out the way to eternal life. For 
this is life eternal to know the 
only true God and Jesus Christ, 
whom hehath sent. In a word, 
itis as important, as the glory 
of God and the eternal interests 
of mankind, 
DAN. 
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[In the last Number of this Maga- 
zine there were some Remarksou 
Christian Justification..........While 
these were in the press, the fol- 
lowing piece was received. The 
sentiments of these writers appear 
to harmonize ; still, as they have 
a different manner and languaxe 
in writing, it was judged they have 
an equal claim to Publication. ] 

EDITOR. 


On Justification. 
USTIFICATION freely by 


grace, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, is a sub- 
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ject of infinite importance to 
every son and daughter of 
Adam. And, though it has 
often been treated on in the pul- 
pit, in conversation, and in the 
press, yet many serious inqui- 
rers are in the dark concerning 
it. They complain that the 
terms guilt, righteousness, 
justification, impute, transfer, 
&c. are so variously explained, 
or vaguely used and applied, 
that they cannot attain to clear 
and distinct ideas on the sub- 
ject. They wish to know dis- 
tinctly the meaning of the term 
justification, what was necessary 
for justification of man in his 
fallen state-—whether Christ, 
as our surety, has actually at- 
tained to such justification ; 
and, if so, how his righteous- 
ness applies to us, unto justifica- 
tion of life. 

Though many have gone be- 
iore me on this subject ; yet, 
“ T also will shew mine opinion.” 
It may be, that some will un- 
derstand my plain way, more 
readily, than that of more learn- 
edmen. It is happy for us, 
that we have different abilities 
for explaining, as well, as for 
apprehending subjects. 

In the first place, I am to at- 
tend to the meaning of the term 
justificution—It is a juridical 
‘crm, used to express a person’s 
linocence or freedom from 
guilt, according to law. Justifi- 
cation has an imunediate relation 
to trial and judgment : and al- 
Ways supposes a known law of 
obedience ; and that a person’s 
actions are, by proper authority, 
brought up to that law for trial, 
and found conformed to it. 


‘That is, the law approves or jus- 
tifies the actions—it finds no 
fault. And the? declaration on 
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judgment is a manifestation of 
innocence, or, a legal justifica- 
tion. Justification makes no 
change in the nature of a man’s 
actions, but merely manifests 
their conformity tothe law, or 
rule of judging. Such is the 
plain and simple idea of justifi- 
cation. 

Our next inquiry is, what 
was necessary for the justifica- 
tion of man, in bis fallen state ? 
In this, we must constantly 
keep in mind, that the moral 
law, resulting from the nature 
and relation of things, is neces- 
sarily abiding and unalterable, 
so long as the same natural re- 
lation subsists between God and 
us. No moral changes in us, 
can alter the cemands of this 
law. Our indisposition to love 
and obey, is no excuse for not 
loving and obeying God. There- 
fore, in order to justification, 
our hearts and lives must have 
always perfectly conformed to 
the law of God. Such, was the 
original state of mankind, with 
respect to justification by the 
moral law. Nor did our fall 
from rectitude, in the least af- 
fect the demands of this law. 
So long as we continve rational 
beings, we are bound to yielda 
reasonable service : yet our loss 
of innocence, has rendered us 
wholly incapable of keeping 
the law unto justification. By 
taking the forbidden fruit, man 
broke the law of obedience, and, 
by covenant transaction, became 
established in his unrighteous- 
ness. He had forfcited life and 
every good intothe hands of 
justice. As in his innocence 
he could not love and serve God 
move than he ought, so now, he 
was utterly unable to make any 
reparation to the honors of the 
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broken law. Present duty is no 
satisfaction for past offence 
Repentance and reformation, 
are no satisfaction to the law 
which forbids all occasion of re- 
pentance and reformation. Nor 
indeed, had he any remaining 
disposition to keep the law in 
future. He was no longer dis- 
posed to present duty, for his 
mind was enmity against God. 
This is the state of all men by 
nature. This is the state in 
which Christ found us; and 
from which, he engaged to re- 
decm us. 

It is, however, to be remem- 
bered that the moral law,as men- 
tioned above, is abiding and un- 
alterable ; and will ultimately, 
be the rule of justification The 
gospel does not abrogate, nor 
abate the demands of this law : 
it is still in force, requiring un- 
ceasing perfect love and obe- 
dience for the present, and satis- 
faction for the past offence ; and 
will have them, either from us 
personally, or in our surety ; 
otherwise, it will condemn for 
the deficiency. 

From the above statement of 
our case, it is obvious that 
Christ, as the representative of 
man in his fallen state, could not 
be justified by the moral law, on 
aby thing short of personal, ac- 
tual, and perfect obedience : 
And, over and above that,a full 
satisfaction given for the viola- 
tion of the law and covenant ; 
that is, an actual payment of the 
forfeiture incurred by the first 
Adam. 


satisfied for the forfeiture in. 
curred by Adam. 

It is needless for me to in. 
quire into Christ’s ability, or fit- 
ness of quaiification, for a Re. 
deemer : the scriptures warrant 
us to consider him an appointed 
and accepted mediator, between 
God and man.—With respect 
to his obedience to the law, it is 
suffiiient to observe, that, He 
was a Saviour of God’s own pro- 
viding : He called him in right. 
eousness, sunctificd him, and 
sent him into the world to re- 
deem it. He came to save that 
whicii was Jost. He came not 
to do his own will, bui tne will 
of him tnat sent him.—not to 
destroy, but to fulfit the law. 
He always did as the Pather 
commanded ; and” the Father 
tesutied, his is my beloved Son, 
in whom [I am well pleased. 
And the apostle declares, he 
was faithful to him that appoin- 
ted him ; and the end of the 
law for righteousness. These 
texts, sufficiently, show the de- 
sign of Christ’s mission into this 
world, and his faithfulness to 
God in holy obedience. 

Sull, however, satisfaction 
was tobe given to the broken 
law, before his obedience could 
redound to our justification. 
It was in vain to look for safety 
in perfect obedience, while the 
law was crying, fay what thou 
owest for past offence. Man had 
forfeited life, and the law would 
have it. Man, indeed, could snb- 
mit to the torfeiture ; but he 


' never could have so completely 

i We come now to our next] payed it, that he micht take his 
i pay 5 

a: | inquiry, viz. Whether Christ, | life aguin. And, as every crea- 

4 a as our surety, has attained to | ted being owes his whole self to 

% 1, y § 


justification, by law; i. e. 
whether he has honored the 
faw by perfect obedience ; and 





God, in holy and perfect obedi- 
ence, SO, no mere creature could 
afford any help to man, in this 
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matter. Even the highest angel 
can do no mote than his own 
firesent duty, and nothing to 2- 
tone for pastoffences. But Chitst, 
as God-Man, was possessed of di- 
vine dignity ; and had power to 
lay down his life, and take it 
again. Accordingly, He gave 
himself an offering and sacrifice 
tu God for us: He laid down 
his life for ours,—for the life of 
the world—a ransom for many : 
He bare our sins in his own 
bedy on tine tree. 

Christ died to make atone- 
ment for our sins, “ That by 
means of death, for the redemp- 
tion of the transgressions under 
the first testament, they that 
ere called might receive the 
promise of eternal inheritance.” 
A second covenant with man, 
founded on the covenant of re- 
demption between the Father 
and the Son, promising the in- 
heritance, could not be introdu- 
ced until the first covenant was 
removed by death, the penaity 
of its violation. Then, and not 
ili then, God could have mercy 
off whom he would, consistent 
with his declaration in the first 
covenant, In the day thou eat- 
est thereof, thou shalt surely 
dic.” ‘The obedience of Christ 
could be nothing to him as our 
surety, until he had removed 
the first covenant, by suffering 
the penalty incurred by the first 
Adam. “ Whercfore, when he 
cometh into the world, he saith, 
sacrifice and offering thon 
wouldest not, but a body thou 
hast prepared me: In burnt 
offerings and sacrifices for sin 
thou hast had no pleasure : 
Then said J, Lo, I come to do 
thy will, O God. He taketh 
away the first, that he may cs- 
tablish the second.” 

Vor. HI No. 3. 





Thus, a new and living way 
to the Father, is opened by the 
death of Christ. He Icarned 
obedience by the things which 
he suffered ; and being made 
perfect, became the author of 
eternal salvation to all them 
who obey him. He not only 
yielded holy obedience to the 
law, and attained to the right- 
eousness thereof; but became 
obedient unto death, for the 
satisfaction of divine justice, and 
introduction of a new and better 
covenant founded in sovereign 
grace. Hence it follows, that 
Christ, the second Adam, has 
paid off the forfeiture incurred 
by the first Adam : and, by his 
obedience, attained to the right- 
cousness of the moral law, and 
shewed it to be hely, just, and 
good, as is the duty of every 
man to do. As our sponsor, 
therefore, he was no longer un- 
der the ctirse of the law; but 
ina state of complete justifica- 
tion before God. Accordingly, 
the grave was compelled to 
give up its prey: Christ took 
his life again. He was raised 
from the dead and reccived up 
into glory, in demonstration that 
he had finished the work which 
God had given him to do, and 
had saved them who were lost, 
that, as he was detivered for our 
offences, so, he was raised 
again for our justification. 

The above observations are 
sufficient to show that Christ, in 
our nature and stead, hath per- 
tormed alithat the law demanded 
of fallen man for justification ; 
he is, therefore, as the Redeem- 
er, in a state of justification be- 
fore God. It remains, howev- 
er, to show how his rightcous- 
ness applies to us unto justifi- 
cation of life. This subject was 

M 


mee 























$0 
| i a stumbling block to the sell- 
ha! righteous Jews ; and foolishness 


tt to the philosophers of Grecce. 
They understood not the doc- 
trine of the cross, they could 
not conceive, how the right- 
cousness of another person 
could justify them in the sight 
ef God. This is still a difficul- 
ty with many : and, indeed, the 
honest enquirer may not arrive 
to that degree of comprehen- 
sion, concerning the justice and 
wisdom of God in this plan, 
which he desires. However, if 
vizghtly disposed to receive the 
truth, he mey understand the 
gospel method of salvation ; and 
how sinners are accepted of God 
in the rightcousness of Jesus 
Christ. 

From the statement already 
given, of our loss and recovery, 
they appear, each of them, to 
accrue or attach to us in the 
way of a covenant transaction, 
through a constituted public 
head ; and extend to individuals 
according to the nature and con- 
ditions of exch covenant. The 
fivst covenant was, that man 
should be happy ii divine favor, 
so long as he loved and obeyed 
his Maker ; but if he eatof the 
forbidden fiuit he shouid die. 
: \ Inthe original, @yzng thou shalt 
; die: frou. @eneration to gene- 
; h ration, death, temporal, spiritu- 
Ld i ul and eternal, shall have do- 
"" miulaien over thee. Vhe indi- 
| viduals of this covenant, were 
ei the whole natural seed of Adam. 
‘Lie second covenant, or cov- 
enant of redemption,was, that if 
Chitst as God-man would honor 

H | the law by perfect obedience, 
vn £4 Was, and 1s the duty of every 
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a 1 iaait lo do, and pay the forfeit- 
A i fi ure incurred by disobedience, 

| U:en he should see of the travail 
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of his soul and be satisfied. He 
should receive a number of the 
seed of the frst Adam, who in 
time, should be spiritually graft- 
ed into him, as their mystical 
head ; and count to him fora 
generation : Isaiah xlix, 8. iii. 
10. 11. Ps. xxii. SO. Hence it 
follows,that the recovery, or the 
righteousness of Christ will ap- 
ply tot hose only, who are_graft- 
ed spiritually into him, as the 
constituted head of the second 
covenant. 

In order to bring us into this 
spiritual union with Christ, and 
make us heirs with him to the 
heavenly inheritance, God has 
been gre ciously pleased to pro- 
pose to us another covenant trial, 
as individuals. This we call the 
covenant of grace. It arisesout 
of the covenant of redemption, 
and is grounded on the right- 
cousness of Jesus Christ, which 
it offers for the remission of 
sins. The sole condition of this 
covenant Is, feat h in Christ tm 
‘ He that believeth shall be sa- 
ved; but he that belicveth not 
shall be damned.” God re- 
veals his approbation of what 
Christ has dene, and now pro- 
poses his righteousness to us 
for our cpprebation ; and enga- 
ges to give the benefits of it, 
even everlasting life, unto all 
that accept of it by faith : hence 
it is called ** The riehteousness 
of God, by faith of Jesus Christ, 
unto all them that believe.” 

Since faith is of such eminent 
use in the justification of sin- 
ners, it may be well to make one 
or two remarks on its charac- 
teristic nature. First, Jaith 
works by lcve, ‘his is the prin- 
cipal trait of saving faith. Love, 
love to God, to Christ, to his 
laws and method of salvation, is 
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that 6y which faith operates 5— 
and without which, it is dead. 
We have just so much trast, 
coufidence, and reliance on God 
and his Christ, as we have oi 
love,and no more. As the wa- 
ter-wheel is carried round dy 
water, so faith, and indeed every 
other grace, is moved and ex- 
cited dy love. 

Another characteristic of faith 
is that i purifies the heart as 
God ts fure. As love preced- 
ed, so this immediately follows 
a saving faith. So far as we love, 
trust and rely on Christ, weshall 
excrtourse!lves to be hke him. 
Faith has assimilating iniluence 
on the mind and life. Behold- 
ing the elory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ, we are changed 
into the same image from glory 
to glory. Unless we find these 
two characteristic marks in our 
faith, we have cause to judge 
our faith vain, and our hope 
vain. 

Such, my readers, such is that 
faith by which believers are of 
free yrace, grafted into Christ’s 
mystical body. It expresses a 
disposition of mind conformed 
to the willof God. It is the 
spirit of Christ, whereby we cry 
Abba, Father. As such, it is 
constituted the term of cove- 
nant between God and usa 
term of our acceptance with 
him, as spiritual members of 
Christ, and heirs with him to 
the heavenly inheritance. By 
faith, we become the dody of 
Christ, and meméers in particu- 
lar, and as such, the law sees no 
fault in us ; for, if the head be 
justified by the law, so is the bo- 
dy—* There is no condemnation 
to them that are in Christ Je- 
sus.” Living and acting in him 
by faith, as his m iysticul body, 
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the law is fulfilled in us, and can- 
not condemn us: Rom. vill. 4. 

Faith, indeed, is not the pro- 
curing cause ef righteousness ; 
nor does it work the righteous- 
ness of the law. It is merely 
the term by which we enter into 
covenant with God in Christ ; 
and through which, dis right- 
eousness is applied to us. In 
virtue of ovr union to him, we 
have title, by the covenant of re- 
demption, to the benefits of his 
righteousness, as though it were 
our own personal righteousness. 

Thus wesee thatthe moral law 
is stil the ultimate rule sof our 
justification before God : it ts not 
annulled nor abated. But God, 
in infinite wisdom, has devised 
a plan for our fulfilling the law, 
through our union toa spiritu- 
al head by faith. He justifies 
the ungodly : ungodly in our 
own persons, but rightcous in 
the mystical body and person of 
Jesus Christ. As there was 
no transfer of our sins to Christ, 
whereby he became personally, 
a-sinner; so there is no trans- 
ferof is righteousness to us, 
whereby we become personally 
righteous: we are justified 
merely as spiritual members of 
his mystical body. 

Here reader, pause and re- 
flect on the inflexible justice of 
God. He will not, he cannot 
pardon the sinner, unless com- 
plete satisfaciion be given to 
justice. Justice is the darling 
attribute of Deity, from which 
he can never depart. Good- 
ness cannot pardun in the face 
of justice. And even where 
justice is satisfied, grace and 
mercy are acts of sovercignty, 
wiich God is under no obliga- 
tion to grant. Our love and 
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barely duty ; and can have no 
Claim on bis justice or geod- 
ness, beyond exemption from 
punisnment. 

How alarming then, is the 
state cf unbelicvers! ‘They 
have no part inthe Redeemer ; 
and stand exposed to the aven- 
ging justice of God, withcut a 
covering. The moral law re- 
sulting from our relation to 
God, as his rational creatures, 
demands perfect love and obe- 
diewce tbrough the whole train 
of our existence. The least 
possible deficiency is sin, and 
insures the curse. God must 
punish. Both justice and good- 

ess demand satisfaction, and 
will have it. Tiere is no place 
for pardon. 
forbids all occasion of repen- 
tance, cannot accept of repen- 
tance. ‘Therefore by law and 
justice the sinner must perish. 
Such is the dangerous state of 
all infidels, and of all who die 
in unbelief. In their own per- 
sons, ihey can do notliing to 
Saiisfy justice ; and they have 
no part in him, who has attain- 
ed to the righteousuess of the 
law. But, admittine the truth 
of revelation, the believer is a} 
member of the body of Crrisi, 
partikes of his tiehicousacss 
uiito justification, und receives | 
a hope, which isan anchor to 
the scul, both sure and stead- 
fast. An hope, which defeats 
Satan, overcomes the work, 
conquers death, and lays hold 
on eternal fife. JOB. 

——<at 2): 


Some Observations on the Para- 
able of the Talenis, Muit. xxv. 


HE famidiar and solemn 





| Marcu, 


| Lord insiructed men, is a high 
| proot of his possessing the di- 
vine character which he claim- 
edtohimself. Itis not strange 
that those who heurd him, said, 
“ Never man spake like this 
man 3” Especially bis parables 
were instructive beyond all 
others. Tt was the manner and 
| taste of the eastern nations Lo ex- 
' press themsclves, and commu- 
‘nicate the truth in figuresand al- 
levorics. Lhe Jews, in this re- 
i spect, followed the custom of 
\the age, and of the regions 
| Which they indabited, and in 
many Instances God condescen- 
ded on the most solemn occa- 
sions to speak toj them by his 
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| servants in the same manner, Of 
The law which| this there are many instances 


inthe prophets. ‘They often 
spake to the people in types and 
allegories, and generally in a 
metaphorical style. This ought 
always to be considered by 
those who explain the ancient 
scriptures to the Christian 
church, in which another style 
of writing now generally pre- 
vaiis. Our Saviour adopted 
the mode of communicating 
truth, which was very com- 
mou in his day. Hence we 
find so many of his discourses 
in pervables, aud they are ex- 
cellunuy adapted to communi- 
caic to unlettercd minds, the 
solemn truths of the gospel ia 
albticir simplicity. “fhe para. 
bles of Christ exceed al! others, 
in thelr form and expression, 
as much as the divinity of his 
character excelled the prophei- 
ic gifts of men. In every line 
some great and solemn truth is 
expressed ; and in their morals 
they extend into eternity, and 
bring us before an awful Judge. 
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L was led to these reflections by 
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reading the 25th Chapter of 
Matthew, in which we find the 
parables of the ten virgins, the 
talents, and a description of the 
last judgment, each of which I 
vould recommend to the peru- 
cal of all, who wish to live god- 
ly lives in Christ Jesus, and are 
sensible of their obligation to 
give an account before his tri- 
bunal, of all the opportunities 
they have to do good. 

In these parables, sirmers of 
every description will find 
themsetves required, warned 
and invited to do their duty. 
Considered collectively they con- 
tain in the parable of the talents, 
cur opportunities, advantages 
and powersto do our duty with 
the misimprovement of some. 

Inthe fiarable of the ten vir- 
gins, the same truths, with an 
illustration of several ways in 
which the word of God and 
means of religicn lose their 
power on the heart. 

The account of the Son of 
man, returning in his glory to 
judge the world, teacheth us the 
consequences of our faithful- 
ness or unfaithfulness in our 
discharge of the sacred duties 
of life, together wiih the eter- 
Naiconsequences of our conduct. 
And lest we shouid suppose 
that our acceptance or rejection 
at the bar of God, is on account 
of our own righteousness it is 
inserted, “Inasmuch as ye 
have done unto one of the least 
of these my brethren, ye have 
cone unto me.” And « Inas- 
much as ye didit not to one of 
the least of these, ye did it not 
to me.” These answers of the 
Judge show, that although 
good works are mentioned as 
the ground of acceptance, they 


were such good works as were} 





done from a principle of repen- 
tance towards God, and faith in 
our Lord Jesus. They were 
such good works as the gospel 
commends, which always pro- 
ceed froma saving faith in Christ. 
The idea which some entertain, 
that our justification before the 
Judge, is on the ground ef our 
own virtues, arises wholly 
from inattention to the spiric 
and expression of the Parable. 
The good deeds which are re- 
warded, are those, which 
spring from a love of Christ 
and the aids of his Holy Spirit. 
An experimental knowledge of 
the gospel is necessary for the 
performance of such good 
works, 

The parable of the talents is 
admirable in its structure, and 
most useful in its instruction. 
It is so expressed as to include 
every one of the children of 
men, and describes their differ- 
ent opportunities and power to 
do good. All are called, warn- 
ed and instructed to do their 
duty. ‘The cye of the Lord 
seeth the conduct of every one, 
and every one shall answer in 
his presence. Our talents are 
reason, the powers of nat- 
ural conscience, the monitions 
and aids of the Holy Spirit, all 
our acquired knowledge, all the 
appointed means of grace, all 
the instructions of a most wise 
and universal providence, and 
all the opportunities we have to 
glorify God, advance the best 
interests of our fellow men, and 
secure our own salvation. God 
in his sovereign wisdom bestows 
these talents diversely, some 
have many, others few; yet 
to all some are given, and eve- 
ry man must answerfor what 
he hath received. How soicmao 
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the thought that we must an- 
swer before God for whatevei 
we have received. Even tor 
one talent we are responsible. 

It ought to be noticed, that 
in the parable, those who had 
received five and two talents, are 
accepted for their fidelity. The 
selection of him who had one 
talent, as an instance of disove- 
dience, was probably designed 
to teach us thata misuse of ihe 
smallest power to do ¢ood, will 
be noticed by the all-searching 
eye of God, and condemned ip 
the day of his judgment. As 
to those who have received two 
or five talents, if they misuse, 
an awful account must be ren- 
dered ; if they use properly, a 
glorious reward awaits them.— 
They shall be acknowledged as 
the blessed, who have lived in 
the exercise of faith, and a- 
bounded in good works. 

But can it be, some one may 
say, that those who have misim- 
proved only one talent, shall be 
punished for their neglect. — 
What reason can be assigned that 
this should not be the case ? 
One talent is as really the gift 
of sovereign grace, as many ; it 
as really forms an obligation to 
fidelity and obedience. Doubt- 
less, the greater part of men are 
inthat number whohave only one 
talent, but, on this account they 
cannot excuse themse!ves from 
a faithful account. All must 
appear before the judgment-seat 
of God ; all must render an ac- 
count, and receive a sentence 
according (to the advantages they 
have received. Sinful minds 
endeavor to find an excuse, 
whatever their situations may 
be. Ifthey have many talents, 
their minds are inflated with 
pride, and they are ready to say, 
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Vho is God, that we should 
obey him? They are ready io 
consider their numerous talents 
asrights, powers & prerogatives 
in their own hends, through 
which they may conduct ac- 
coring to their own pleasure. — 
If they have few, or only one 
talent, they are ready to say to 
God, I know that thou art aus- 
tere, thy law hard, and that in 
little or nothing for me to do— 
Very many of mankind excuse 
themselves from the duttes of 
religion, on the ground that they 
have neither property, power 
or influence, to do much good 
in the world. ‘They have a con- 
viction that something ought to 
be done for the promotion of or- 
der and moral virtue, and meral 
order in society, but excuse 
themselves becaus: they are not 
placed at the summit of public 
influence. Seli-excusing rea- 
der, we will take thy word as 
sufficient evidence. We allow 
thou hast but one talent, that thy 
property is small, and thy influ- 
ence in society still smaller :— 
But though this be the case, is 
there nothing for thee to do? 
iast thou not a soul to save? 
The attendance on those duties 
which thou owest tothyself will, 
if faithfully performed, be 
beneficial to others. By earnest- 
ly attempting to save thyself, 
thou mayest save others also, 
and be instrumental of their per- 
forming those good works, by 
which society may in many in- 
stances be benefitted, and others 
excited to attend to the things 
of their peace. Whatever thy 
condition in the world may be, 
still thou art an example to 
others. This example may be 
beneficial or destructive, and 
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none can be so destitute of in- 
fluence as not to do good or 
hurt in this way. Art thou 
a husband, and canst thou not do 
something to cheer the heart of 
the wife of thy youth, and guide 
her footsteps in the way to hea- 
ven ? 

Art thoua parent ? Hath not 
God committed immortal souls 
to thy care, and hast thou noth- 
ing to do for these children? 
Ought you not early to iastruct 
them concerning God, duty, sal- 
Vaiion and eternity ? If these 
children be lost througiithy neg- 
lect, although thy talents be 
few and small, will not their 
souls be required at thy hands? 

Art thou a child?) Are 
there no religions and social 
duties to be performed toward 
thy parents, and those aged 
superiors connected with thee 
by the tiesof nature? 

Art thou abrcther or sister, 
and canst thou willingly see 
thy brethren and sisters descend 
to destruction, because thou 
hast not all the knowledge, 
power and influence that some 
others have ? 

Art thou not a neighbor? 
Certainly thou art, for there is 
no man but stands in that re- 
lation to innumerable fellow 
creatures, and thus falls under 
the obligation of the divine law, 
thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself. Dost thou suppose thy- 
self innocent in neglecting io 
help, enccurage, warn and guide 
thy neighbor through the wil- 
derness of this liie, unto a he- 
ven of rest ? 

Art thou even a poor widow ? 
Remember the widow’s mite, 
and how her piety is eternized 
in the sacred volume, while ker 








affluent neighbors, who, of 
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their abundance cast into the 
treasury, are Jeft nameless. By 
the wise providence of God, we 
are placed in different situations, 
and’ while some are limited in 
their endeavors, others move in 
a more extended sphere : but 
for each one there is duty due 
to his Maker, and necessary for 
his own eternal advantage, and 
the benefit of his neighbor. All 
those, who have but one talent 
shall be brought into judgment. 
It hath been before observed, 
that far the greater part of man- 
kind are in the number who 
have but a single talent com- 
mittcd to their care. 

The writer was led to these 
observations by having long ob- 
served, that those who are ir 
this state are very prone to ex- 
cuse themselves from the neg- 
lizence of others who are more 
richly endowed. They say, if 
my rich neighbor would open 
his coffers of wealth; if my 
neighbor, who is clothed with 
the authority of the public, 
would exert his power, much 
might be done for the suppres- 
sion of notorious vice, and the 
encourazement of good morals ; 
but as things are now circum- 
stanced, what avails the exer- 
tions of those like me. The 
very excuse is a shame to those 
who have many talents entrust- 
ed to their.care, but is no justi- 
fication of such as have but ce. 
‘These last, ought to consider 
that there is something they 
can do, and by union among 
themselves, they might control 
public. opinion, influence and 
practice. Let them also re- 
member that. those who contin- 
ue to -misimprove. one talent, 
shall be consigned to weeping 
and gnashing of teeth, 






































































































On Redemption. 
No. IT. 
(Continued from p. 68.) 


AVING considered, in the 

preceding number, the 
conduct of God in effecting the 
work of redemption, itis now 
proposed, 

II. To show that through 
the redemption of his people, 
God will for ever display his 
grace in the highest degree. 
For this purpose several consid- 
erations may be suggested. 

1. There is reason to believe 
that the church, which is re- 
deemed, consists of the most 
guilty creatures. They, who 
have never sinned, do not de- 
serve to suffer any punishment. 
But every one, who in the least 
transgresses the law of God, de- 
serves his wrath and curse. Yet 
some sinners may be far more 
guilty than others. ‘The fallen 
angels and the children of men, 
zre the only creatures that we 
certainly know have sinned. 
For their first offence these an- 
gels were condemned, without 
any remedy, to suffer the curse 
of the law. Though all man- 
Kind deserve to suffer the same 
punishment, yet in the present 
life they are favored, through 
the boundless mercy of God, 
Wiis a vast number of precious 
blessings. But they abuse the 
mercy of God, and persist in 
their enmity against his great 
and holy name, though they be 
intreated and urged to repent, 
by the most powerful motives. 
On account of their situation in 
this state of trial, sinners have 
a opportunity to feel and to 
express, by their words and ac- 
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; tions, the most malignant and 


desperate wickedness against 
God. They are guilty of such 
wickedness as the fallen angels 
never had an opportunity to 
commit, before the glory of 
God was manifested in the face 
of Jesus Christ. Butof all the 
human race, there is reason to 
believe that saints are the most 
guilty. Whatever may be their 
present character, they have 
hated and opposed the bles- 
sed God as he appears in 
the gospel. They have despised 
and rejected the Lord Jesus 
Christ. They have quenched 
and resisted the Holy Spirit. 
Usually, saints have been es- 
pecially favored of God, from 
their very birth. During the 
years they live without God, he 
is merciful in laying restraints 
upon their evil affections, and in 
delivering their souls from vari- 
oustempitations, by which others 
are ensnared and destroyed.— 
There is reason to believe that 
God pays a special attention to 
his chosen people, before they 
arc renewed by the Holy Spir- 
it. But in their conversion and 
forgiveness, he makes a very 
glorious and affecting manifes- 
tation of his perfections.. What 
are their views of the divine 
glory, when first called from 
their native darkness into his 
marvellous light ! What peace, 
what love, what joy do they 
commonly experience, when 
God, who commanded the 
light to shine from darkness, 
shines into their hearts, to give 
the light of the knowledge of 
his glory in the face of Jesus 
Christ ! They, who are con- 
verted and forgiven, are under 
the greatest obligations to be 
And they do 
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resolve, and;promise, and cove- 
nant, inthe most solemn man- 
ner, to live wholly to the glory 
of God. Yet against tlie distin- 
guishing mercies of God and 
their peculiar obligations, they 
continue to sin. ‘Their sins are 
more directly pointed against 
the glory of God, than the sins 
ofany other creatures. Saints 
usually believe that they are 
more criminal than impenitent 
sinners. And doubtless their 
views of their own criminality 
are correct. Though they are 
forgiven, yet as all the sins they 
have ever committed may be 
charged to their account, there 
is reason to believe that they 
are the greatest sinners.— 
Though Paul, the apostle, .was 
the chief of saints, he calls him- 
self the chief of sinners. And 
there is reason to suppose that 
he declared the truth, The 
greater the guilt of saints, the 
greater is the grace through 
which they are redeemed. 

It is believed ‘that it wiil be 
generally concluded that saints 
are more guilty than impeni- 
tent sinners. Yetsome may be 
disposed to think they are less 
guilty than the sinning angels. 
It may be said that the angels 
have natural capacities, which 
are superior to the natural ca- 
pacities of human beings. It 
may also be saidthat the angels, 
who have fallen, as they were 
once holy, have seen the beau- 
ty and glory of the living and 
true God. It is admitted that 
the natural powers of the sin- 
ning angels are superior to the 
natural powers of human be- 
ings. It is also granted that 
they have seen the beauty and 
glory of Jehovah, against whom 
theie hearts are now filled with 
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hatred and wrath. But the fal- ee 
len angels have never seen the ee 
glory of the divine perfections, mae 
as they shine in thé face of Je- a 
sus Christ. Nor can any mere= ) 
ly speculative knowledge on 
divine subjects, ever prodiice 

in the minds of sinful crea- 
tures that glorious impression i 
of the divine excellence, which 
the Holy Spirit produces in the 
heart of every saint, when he 
gives the true and saving knowl- 
edge of Emmanuel. It is in- 
deed on account of the moral 
depravity of sinful creatures, 
that they do not sce the bright- 
ness of the divine glory in the 
glorious gospel. Yet they do 
not see this glory, nor can they 
ever see it. Nordothey know, 
nor did the sinning angels, be- 
fore their fajl, know the living 
and true God, as he is known Rey 
by his chosen people. Should ite 
they once receive this knowl- 
edge, and then sin against God, i 
on account of their superior ca- 
pacities, they would be more 
sinfuland guilty than the saints. 
But no natural capacities can 
impose upon a creature such @ 
weight of obligation tolove, and: 
obey, and glorify Jehovah, as is 
imposed upon every samt by a 
spiritual manifestation of the 
divine beauty and glory in the 
face of Emmanuel. There isa 
knowledge of God which is pe- 
culiar to saints. This knowl- 
edge, no sinner of the human 
race, while impenitent, ever 
enjoyed. This knowledge, the’ 
angels, before they sinned, did 
not enjoy, nor can they ever 
receive it. But this knowledge 
is given to every saint. And 
against this knowledge every 
saint continues to sin, while he 
continues in this life. To turn 
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58 
from the brightest exhibition 


the divine glory, which saints 
behcld and enjoy, to that abom- 


inable thing, which the soul of 


their heavenly Father hateth, 
and-which they also hate with 
ail their hearts, while in the 
lively exercise of holy affections, 
is ah height of wickedness, 
which no creatures except 
saints ever committed, or ever 
can commit, unless they should 
receive that peculiar knowledge 
of Jehovah in Christ Jesus, 
which is given to every saint by 
the Holy Spirit. As saints sin 
against this knowledge, there is 
reason to believe they are more 
sinful than the angels that sin, 
and that they are the most guil- 
ty creatures that exist. 

And if they deserve the sever- 
est punishment of all creatures, 
it is evident that God displays 
his grace in the highest degree 
in their redemption. 

2. Upon his redeemed peo- 
ple God bestows the greatest 
blessings that can be enjoyed 
by rational creatures. The 
saifits, we have reason to sup- 
pose, are the only creatures, 
who are forgiven and saved 
They 
uré the only creatures, who ex- 
Kh perience a total renovation in 
ii their moral character. Though 
My they are by nature the children 
Hh of Satan, and heirs of hell, yet 
they become through divine 
grace the childten of God, and 
heirs of glory. The eternal Je- 
hovah fs the portion of his peo- 
ple. Tohis redeeined people 
| God gives himselfand the whole 

universe. The apostle says to 
Christians, “All things are 
yours, whether Paul, or Apol- 
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and the deepest impression of 
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life, or death, or things present, 
or things to come; all are 
yours.” Itfs also written, “ He 
that overcometh, shall inherit 
ali things.” Every saint is an 
heir of God, and ‘oint-heir with 
Jesus Christ. The church will 
for ever enjoy, in the fullest 
manner, the greatest blessings 
that can be enjoyed. * Our 
light <fliction, which is but for 
a moment, worketh for us a far 
imore excecding and eternal 
iweightof glory.” The grace 
of God in the redemption of 
| his people is great in propor. 
| tion to the benefits they enjoy. 
| These benefits are eternal in 
duration,and in their magnitude, 
the greatest that can be bestow- 
ed upon created beings. 

3. The church is redeemed 
at the greatest expense. For 
the redemption of the church 
God gave his Son to die the ac- 
cursed death of the cress. In 
giving his Son to death, Ged 
made the greatest expression of 
benevolence that could exist. 
Soit is represented in the holy 
scriptures. ‘ God commend- 
eth his love towards us, in that 
while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us. He that 
spared not his own Sen, but 
delivered him up for us all, 
how shall he not with him 
also fieely give us all things? 
Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved 
us, and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins.” If 
God would have forborn any 
expense, or refused any sacri- 
fice, he never would have given 
his Son to dic on the cross. 
l‘orthis was the greatest sacri- 
fice that couid have been made. 
Yet this was made to save his 
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God is displayed in the work of 
redemption in proportion to the 
expense and the sacrifice, which 
were necessary to accomplish 
this great work. How could 
God have givena greater man- 
ifestation ef his grace than he 
has given in the death of the 
Lord Jesus Christ ! 

4. To redeem his people, 
God overcomes the greatest 
opposition. No other being has 
had so numerous, so powerful 
and malignant enemies as God. 
And they have shown their en- 
mity chiefly in opposing the 
work of redemption. It is cer- 
tain that the fallen angels have 
ever opposed the work of re- 
demption with ail their strength 
ail subtiety. All the human 
race, by nature, are the subjects 
of Satan, and oppose with all 
their hearts the kingdom of the 
Redeemer. ‘To oppose the Re- 
deemer all the false professions 
and appearances of religion have 
been devised and maintained. 
‘Yo oppose the Redeemer, men 
of superior sagacity, penet: . 
tion and erudition have employ- 
ed their time, and exerted all 
their strength. ‘To oppose the 
redemption of the church, the 
holy scriptures have been per- 
verted ina great variety of ways, 
and with extreme subtlety, and 
with the mest violent persever- 
ance. Against the Redeemer 
and his chosen people all the 
legions ofearth and hell havebeen 
arrayed, and they have contend- 
ed with desperate vehemence. 
The enemies of the Redeemer 
have had much success, and 
have boldly triumphed. Satan, 


the chief enemy of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, is god of this 
world, and employs in his ser- 
vice principalities, and powers 





'and clearest manner. 
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and spiritual wickedness in 
ligh places. He has greatly 
opposed the friends of Christ 
in all the past ages of the world. 
Aficr many revivals of religion 
he has gained a great advantage 
against the cause of truth. 
Almost all the. societies and in- 
stitutions, which bave been de- 
signed for the promotion of 
knowledge and piety, he has 
perverted to the promotion of 
errors and wickedness. And 
still he goeth about as a roaring 
lion, seeking whom he may de- 
vour, Never was he more sub- 
tle, yet less suspected; more 
successful, yet more conceal- 
ed, than at the present day. 
There is much reason to be- 
lieve, from the prophecy of in- 
spiration, and from the state of 
the world, and of the church,. 
that Satan and his adherents 
will yet for a season exert them- 
selves with a violence and suc- 
cess, which have never been 
witnessed in former ages, Yet 
the King of kings and the Lord 
of lords will overcome all the 
enmity and opposition which ex- 
ist against his people. Yea, 
he overrules their wrath to bis 
praise, and to the glory and joy 
of his friends. The greater 
the enmity and violence of his 
foes against his name and hig 
people, so much the greater ap- 
pears the grace of God in their 
reden)ption. 

5. very rational . creature 
will perceive the grace of God, 
as it is displayed through the 
redemption of his people, with 
the deepest sensibility.. By the 
redemption of the church, Ged 
decreed in eternity to manitest 
his great and dreadful name un- 
to every creature in the fullest 
White 
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manifests his own perfections, ' {rom which the elect are saved 
he tries in the 6 severe and l through the grace of God, can 
decisive manner, the heart of | never be fully perceived by 
every rational creature. Every | any created being. The sin 
such creature is obliged io favor, | and the woe cf the damned will 
or to oppose God, his decress! for ever continue end for ever 
and his conduct, as he acts in| increase. The sin which they 
effecting the redemption of his! shall commit, and the wrath 
people. And according to| which they shall suffer, will be 
their conduct i favoring or op- | for ever appearing with increa- 
posing the Lord Jesus Christ | sing magnitude to every rational! 
and his holy kingdom, they will! creature. The love, and the 
be treated in eternity. The | joy, and the glory of the rigb- 
decisions of the final judgment | cous will also increase for ever, 
and the retributions of eternity | and willbe for evcr appearing, 
will cause every rational crea-| with increasing magnitude, to 
ture to see, in the elearest man- | eyery creature in heaven and to 
ner, and to feel with the keen- | every creature in hell. 

cst sensations, the endless and 
immense effects of divine grace, 
as they shall appear through 
the work of redemption.— 
While the accursed and tormen- 
ted in hell shall feel their own 
pain and shame, and shall see 
the joy and glory of the right- 
eous, they will realize the ef- 
fects of divine grace. And while 
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in effecting this great work he | woe of the gpa m hell, 


the righteous shall 
raptures of divine joy in heaven, 
and see the damned weeping and 
wailing and = gnashing their 
tecth in hell ; and while they 
shall hear their endless blas- 
phemices of the holy and bles- 
sed name of Almighty God, 
they will sce and [cel the effects 
of divine grace in their own 
redemption. Every rational 
creature therefore will be as 
sensible of the effects of divine 
grace in the redemption of the 
church, as he is of his own char- 
acter and condition in eternity. 
6.. To every rational creature 
the grace of God in the re- 
demption of his people will for 


ever appear with increasing | 
magnitude. ‘Lhe sin and the! 


feel the 


BOVE all, Ict me caution 
you, not to put off this 
yreat and necessary work of re- 
pentance, to the most unseason- 
able time oi all others, the time 
of sickness and death, upon a 
fond presumption, that you con 
be reconciled to God when you 
please, and exercise such re- 
pentance as will make your 
peace with him at any time. 

I am heartily afraid, that a 
very great partof mankind do 
miscarry upon this confidence, 
and are swallowed up inthe gulph 
of eternal perdition, with this 
plank in their arms. The com- 
mon custom is, (and I fear it is 
to» common) when the physi- 
cian has given over his patient, 
then, and not till then, to send 

far the minister, not so much 
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to enquire into the man’s con- 
dition, and give him suitable ad- 
vice, as to give him comfort, and 
speak peace to him ata venture. 

But let me tell you, that here- 
in you put an extreme difficult 
task on us (the ministers of re- 
ligion) in expecting we should 
pour oil and wine into the 
wound before it be searchcd, 
and speak smooth and comior- 
table things to a man, that is 
but just brought to a sense of 
the long course of a wicked 
and lewd life, impenitently con- 
tinued in. 

Aias! what comfurt can we 
give to men in such a casc ?-— 
We are loth to drive them to 
despair ; and yet we must not 
destroy them by presumption ; 
pity and good nature do strong- 
ly tempt us to make the best of 
their case, and to give them all 
the little hope, which with any 
kind of reason we can, and God 
knows it is but little we can 
give to such persons upon good 
ground ; for it all depends on 
the kind and sincerity of their 
repentance, which God only 
knows, and we can but guess at. 
We can easily tell them what 
they ought to have done, and 
what they should do if they live 
longer, and what is the best they 
can do ja these straits into 
which they have brought them- 
selves, viz. to exercise as decp 
a sense and repentance for their 
sins as possible, and to cry 
mightily. to God for mercy, in 
and through the merits of our 
blessed Saviour. But how far 
this will be available in these 
circumstances we cannot tell ; 
because we de not know, wheth- 
er ifthe man had lived longer, 
this repentance, and these reso- 
dutions, which he now declares of 
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a better course, would have ap- 
peared to be sincere. 

And after all is done that can 
be done in so short a time, and 
in such circumstances of confu- 
sion and disorder, as commonly 
attend dying persons, I doubt 
the result of all, will be this: 
that there is much more ground 
of tear, than hope concerning 
them ; nay, perhaps while we 
are pressing the dying sinner to 
repentance and he is dying, he 
may expire in great doubt and 
perplexity of mind, what will 
become of him ; or if his eyes 
be closed with more comforta- 
ble hopes of his condition, the 
next lime he opens them again, 
he may find his fearful mistake, 
like the rich man in the parable, 
who when he was “in heil, lift 
his eyes being in torment.” 

This is a very dismal and 
melancholy consideration, and 
commands all men presently to 
repent,and not to putoff the main 
work of their lives to the end of 
them, and the time ofsickness 
and oldage. Let us not offer 
up a carcass to God, instead of a 
living and acceptable sacrifice : 
but let us turn to God, in the 
days of our health and strength, 
“ before the evil days come, and 
the years draw nigh, of which 
we shall say we have no pleas- 
ure in them, before the sun and 
the moon and the stars be dark- 
ened,” as Solomon elegantly 
expresses ; before all the com- 
forts of life be gone, before our 
faculties be all ceased and spent, 
before our understandings be 
too weak and our wills too 
strong ; our understandings too 
weak for consideration, and our 
wills too stong to bow. 

Let us not deceive ourse}ves. 
Heayen is not an hospital made 
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to receive all sick and aged per- 
‘sons, that can put up but a faint 
request to be reccived there: 
No, no, they are never like to 
see the kingdom of God, who, 
instead of seeking it in the first 
place, make it their last refuge 
and retreat ; and when they find 
thesentence of death upon them, 
only to avoid present execution, 
do bethink themselves of getting 
to heaven, and since there is no 
other remedy, are contented to 
petition the great king and 
judge of the world, that they 
may be transported thither. 
Upon these considerations, 
let us use no delay in a matter 
of such mighty consequence to 
our eternal happiness, but let 
the counsel which was given the 
prince of Babylon be acceptable 
to us, let us “ break off our sins by 
righteousness, and our iniquities 
by shewing mercy to the poor ; 
if so be it may be the lengthen- 
ing of our tranquillity. 
——eet} 1S ee 
On the future fiuniskment of 
Siuners. 


Ourer Darxwess, WEEPING, 
WatLtinc, ana GNASHING 
o¥ TEEeru. 


LTHOUGH the holy 

scriptures are explicit as 
words will admit, in describing 
the blessedness and misery of 
‘another world, it is very diffi- 
cult, in many instances, to un- 
derstand them truly. The 
state of creatures in this, and 
in another world, will be so dif- 
fercnt, im innumerable res- 





pects, that the language of the [ 


present, which arose principal- 
ly from our connexion with sen- 
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sible and material objects, is 
not adapted to describe with 
precision the views and feel- 
ings of those, who have pas- 
sed to another state, Hence 
came the necessity on the in- 
spired writers, in many instan- 
ces,in their description of the 
mest momentous subjects, to 
use words in a metaphorical 
sense. ‘lhis is the case in the 
descriptions they give of the na- 
ture, the counsels and the attri- 
b:tes of Godhead. Still these 
descriptions are so yaricd and 
multiplied, that there is no dan- 
ger of essential error to those 
who read the scriptures with 
consideration and fear. 

It isthe same with respect to 
the punishment of the wicked 
in another life. Mnough is ex- 
pressed to assure us it will be 
great and endless. Our Sav- 
iour speaks of it'as the worm 
which dieth not, and the fire 
which is not quenched. This 
is evidently a reference to the 
prophet Isaiah, where he is 
describing the punishment of the 
Lord’senemics. !t is universal- 
ly agreed that by the worm 
which dicth not, is meant the— 
ceaseless stings of a guilty con- 
science. Perhaps there is more 
difficulty in precisely deter- 
mining all which is meant by the 
fire which is not quenched ; 
for if it be used figuratively, and 
doth not intend material fire, 
something more awful, if pos- 
sible, may be meant, or such a 
combination of all evils as con- 
sume happiness, without destroy- 
ing existence, leaving the guilty 
creature still to further woes. 
Perhaps the latter may be con- 
jectured from the natural ten- 
dency of sin to destroy all the 
pezce of men and of rationat 
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minds. Still it ought to be no- 
ticed that the same fearful im- 
age is used in many other pla- 
ces. Zhe tree that brinvea not 
forth good frui', the fruitless 
branch, the chaff, shalt be cast 
into the fire, aud shall be burned 
with ungquenchuble fire j-—TLhe 
wicked shall be cast into ever- 
lasting fire s—-They shali be cast 
into hell fire jae Punishced with 
flaming fire; euffer the ven- 
geance of eternal fire. The 
heavens and the earth are reser- 
ved unto fire. for the fiunishment 
of ungodly men.” 

Let ungodly men consider 
what these descriptions mean. 
If instrumental and elementary 
fire be not intended, it must be 
something beyond any of our 
conceptions which are derived 
from present experience. 

Leaving this with the justice 
of him who inhabits eternity, 
and will be the judge, let us 
return to our motto. 


Ovtrer Darkness, WEEPING, 
Wattinc axp GNASHING OF 
TErrTu. 


These are favorite terms of 
description with our Saviour, 
who came from the bosom of 
the Father, who is very God, 
and will appoint unto all their 
portion in another life. If there 
were no more awful descrip- 
tions, these would be sufficient, 
when rightly understood, to ap- 
pal the beart of the stoutest sin- 
ner 

Let us reflect and enquire 
what must be intended by such 
expressions as these : 

Outen Darkness 

Darkness is a figurative ex- 
pression, for sorrow, pain, woe, 
and the seclusion of al! comfort- 
able prospects. Reacder,consider 
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what existence itself will be, 
under such circumstances !— 
Make the enquiry’ whether, in 
such a case, it would be an evil 
or a good. I should not be sur- 
prised to find many determining 
it would be an evil. Simple 
darkness must meaty what is 
uncomfortable ; outer darkness 
what is soin the extreme. A 
seclusion from ull good ; a de- 
nial of all happy "prospects, and 
a foreboding of endless gloom, 
anger and mourning. A state 
of outer darkness is where light 
cannot come ; where hope ceas- 
es, and comfort never irradiates 
the scene. It isa state beyond 
the limits of those invitations 
and blessings where the benefits 
of the gospel reach. After the 
apostacy, men were in this con- 
dition, until sovereign grace de- 
clared the promise, * The seed 
of the woman shall bruise the 
scrpent’s head.” After they 
have outstayed the day of grace, 
and grieved the Holy Spirit 
wholly to depart, they are ina 
similar condition, one circum- 
stance only excepted, which is 
this ; they have sinned against 
greater light, their guilt is in- 
creased, there remaineth no 
more sacrifice for sin, and they 
must for ever remain in their’ 
woeful condition. 

WEEPING AND WaILING. 

We weep and wail under a 
sense of some great loss. If 
the loss be irretrievable, under 
a proper sense of the cause, the 
weeping must be incessant and 
endless. ‘“Fhose who fail of eter- 


nal life, will doubtless have an af- 
flicting sense of their own loss. 
Although incapable of enjoving 
the spiritual glory of truth, they 
will shave a’ speculative kuowl- 
edge of the power and bicesed- 
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ness of God; of the felicity of 
the Christian kingdom under 
Christ its head, and of the bles- 
sedness there is in the com- 
munion of saints: they will see 
heaven filled with glory and 
peace, even a weight of glory 
and joy inexpressible : they 
will have most dcep convictions 
of conscience, that through their 
own obstinate folly they have 
suffered an eternal loss: they 
will see that they have come to 
a period of their existence, in 
which there is no remedy. The 
pain which will arise under 
these circumstances, from a 
sense of their own loss will be 
extreme. O Despair, how black ! 
how dreadful thou art ! To be 
outcast for ever, consciously 
through their own folly, must 
produce a degree of pain not 
experienced in this life. Who 
could refrain from weeping and 
wailing under a sense of this 
loss! “What will it profit a 
man, if he gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul !!” 
GNASHING OF TrETH. 
This completes the descrip- 
tion which Christ often gave of 
future misery. ‘To gnash the 
tecth, is an expression both of 
pain and of enmity, especially 
of such pain as proceeds from 
enmity and the wicked passions 
of the mind. The weeping of 
the wicked from a sense of their 
loss, their wailing in sight of 
the blessedness of heaven, from 
which they are for ever exclud- 
ed, willbe mingled with enmi- 
ty against the character, law 
and government of God. Such 
a sight of his glory as they can 
have, will not change their 
dispositions ; a general know!l- 
edge of the holy blessedness of 
heaven, will not produce a siugie 
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exercise of repentance and love : 
while all their weeping and re- 
morse will but increase the bit- 
terness of opposition. Eninity 
can be removed, and Jove pro- 
duced only by the new creating 
power of the Spirit, whose in- 
fluences will then be for ever 
withdrawn from them. ‘The 
painful convictions of sin which 
are {elt in this world, so long as 
the day of grace continues, are 
only preparatory to the work of 
almighty grace in conver- 
sion. ‘Ihe convictions do not 
renew the heart, and produce 
faith. Faith, which is saving in 
iis effects, is of a divine opera- 
tion. Neither will pain, distinct- 
ly considered, have any greater 
power in the world to come.— 
Such, as suppose, if they should 
chance to descend to misery, 
that in the process of time, pain 
will reduce them to a virtuous 
temper, and give them some 
preparation for heaven, do whol- 
ly mistake the nature of the hu- 
man mind, tie fixedness ofholy 
and immoral qualities, and the 
purposes ol divine grace imre- 
claiming bad men. If this 
should be their unhappy case. 
weeping and gnashing of teeth, 
a sense of infinite loss, and en- 
mity against the law of God, will 
increase together. Thus the 
fuel of sin will be gathered, 
while it is consumed by the 
flame of punishment. 





LEFLECTIONS. 

Punishment can be preven- 
ted oniv by the removal of that 
sin which is its cause. It 1s 
only inthis way that powerful 
and irresistible grace saves, from 
eternal woe. ‘The reigning 
powcr of sin must be destroyed 
before the pangs of torment caa 
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be prevented. While the grace 
of God, the gift of his Son to 
atone for sin, and purchase the 
Spirit to sanctify, make salva- 
tion possible, it is an actual 
work of the Holy Spirit on the 
heart which renders it probable. 
The most bitter ingredients in 
the punishment of sin, arise 
from its nature and exercises. 
It will not be possible fora sin- 
ner to refrain from weeping and 
wailing over a sense of the loss 
which he hath suffered, and it 
is unhappy that these will not 
be the tears of repentance, but 
of obduracy. May the Lord 
have mercy both on the writer 
and reader ! ’ 


ee eee ooo 
Remarks on Genesis yi. 6. 


Mr. Epiror, 

SOME observations on Gen. 
vi. 6.. would be agreeable to one 
of your subscribers. “ And 
it refienied the Lord that he had 
made man on the earth; and it 
grieved him at his heart.” 





O understand the meaning 

of this passage, we must 
consider the moral state of man- 
kind at the time of which it was 
written. That state is describ- 
ed in the following words :-— 
“ And God saw that the wicked- 
ness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every imagina- 
tion of the thoughts of his heart 
was evil only continually ——God 
looked ufion the earth, and behold 
it was corrupt; for all flesh had 
corrufited his way wfion the carth. 
For the earth is filled with vio- 
lence through them.”—It is pro- 
bable that the world was filled 
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or since. In addition to the 
common depravity of men, two 
things are assigned as means of 
drawing the wickedness of their 
hearts into visible exercise. 

The first is in the following th 
words : And it came to fraes, that 
when men began to multifily on 
the face of the earth, and daugh- 
ters were born unto them, that 
the sons of God saw the daugh- 
ters of men that they were fair ; 
and they tock them wives of ull 
that they chose.” By the sons 
of God and the daughters of 
men, is probably meant the pos- 
terity of religious and irreligious 
families; of those who feared the 
Lord, and those who feared him 
not. The cause assigned seems 
sufficient for the effect. Many 
youth, apparently pious, and cer- 
tainly moral in their behavior, Ree 
have been awfully corrupted by Bue 
an intimate union with sinful Hig 
companions.—It would be well, Pie 
if our youth seriously considered 
this early history ofthe world, 
before they formed that endear- 
ing connexion which will fill 
theirlives with blessings or woes. 

Another reason assigned for 
this extreme wickedness, was 
the great length of men’s lives. 

An antediluvian life was from 

six to nine hundred years.— 

Although this contributed toa 

rapid population of the earth, it 

was, through the depravity of 

men,a means of increasing vice. 

This is intimated by what God 

said, * My Spirit shall not al- 

ways strive with man, for that 

he also is flesh: yet his days | | 
shall be an hundred and twenty 
years.”— The natural means, on | 
which infinite wisdom determin- 

ed, to check this wonderful | 






































with greater enormities of vice 
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at this periodthan in any before ; the acting generation by a gen- 
oO 


wickedness, were to sweep away 
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eral deluge, of which we have 
afterwards an account ; aud to 
shorten the lives of succeeding 
generations. An awful sentence! 
but necessary for the glory of 
divine justice, and to preserve 
the earth ina proper state of 
trial for the future life, ‘The 
sinner being an hundred years 
old isaccursed.” It is found by 
experience that age will not pro- 
duce virtue. The greater part 
of good peeple give some evi- 
dence of piety in their youth.— 
Habits of sin, which have been 
long continued, obtain a power 
thatis hard to be overcome; and 
although nething is tvo great for 
aimighty grace to cilect, it is 
not God’s usual method +o for- 
give such long accumulated sin 
and ingratitude. Sinners who 
had lived the long antediluvian 
fife, must have becn deeply ver- 
sed in all the wiles of iniquity, 
and fixed in their opposition to 
God. His measures for purify- 
ing the earth, and restoring it to 
the use for which it was now up- 
heid although awful, were wise. 
Yo behold a world of men 
sentenced to death, as the only 
means through which the race 
could be preserved in probation 
under a dispensation of grace, is 
a high evidence of the maligni- 
ty of sin, and a benevolent mind, 
although convinced cf the jus- 
tice, must weep over the neces- 
sity of such anevent. The pas- 
sage which introduced these re- 
marks describes the view which 
God had of the moral character 
and practice of men, as those re- 
lated to the unchangeable prin- 
ciples of his government. Anp 
1T REPENTED THE Lorp THAT 
HE HAD MADE MAN ON THE 
EARTH 3 AND IT GRIEVYED HIM 
AT HIS HEART, 
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To give to men the best 
knowledge of the will and pur- 
poses of Almighty God, it is 
common for him in the scrip- 
tures, to represent himself as 
sceing, conceiving, feeling and 
acting, as holy creatures would 
in a similar situation. “The Lord 
our Ged, in his nature and will, 
is above all comprehension, and 
cannot be adequately described 
in the language of earth. To 
accommodate himself to our 
weak conceptions, he describes 
himself our Janguage ; at 
the same ime, we must not 
from this imagine that he is 
frail, changeable, limited in his 
knowledge, and imperfect as 
men are. ‘Thus he is repre- 
sented as coming down from 
heaven to see what is done, al- 
though he be omni-present and 
omniscient, and kuoweth all 
things, from an_ eternity 
past, through an eternity to 
come : As repenting and 
changing his purposes, altho’ 
he be the immutable God, who 
perseveres in executing his own 
counsels: As being afilicted, be- 
cause he is treated in such an 
ungrateful manner by those who 
ought to advance his glory : As 
being grieved by such things as 
wound the benevolent sensibili- 
ty of a creature: But it would 
be endless to mention all the in- 
stances in which God condge 
scends to accommodate the 
greatness of his own nature and 
purposes to the weakness of hu- 
man conceptions. When it is 
written, “it repented the Lord 
that he had made man on the 
earth,’ it is meant: as men 
view cyents, and with such pow- 
er and wisdom as they possess, 
they would view the creation 
both of the world and its inh abi- 
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tants as an irretrievable evil ; 
existence mis-improved, and 
worse than thrown away ; the 
fair scheme of duty and happi- 
ness converted into rebellion 
and woe, and order changed into 
the utmost confusion. ‘Thus 
God was pleased to express 
himself to give to us the most 
lively conception of the evil of 
sin. But as viewed by his own 
infinite and most wise mind, all! 
this scene of rebellion was no 
blot on his creation, no irretriev- 
able breach on the scheme of 
his counsel, no stain on his glo- 
ry.—Suil on the throne, he 
knew how to bring order out of 
confusion, and to increase the 
happiness of heaven by the mi- 
series of hell. 

AND IT GRIEVED HIM AT HIS 
HEARTY. ‘Lhe word grief when 
applied to men, commonly sig- 
nifies sorrow or pain without 
vindictive resentment against 
the object by which it is caused. 
The object or cause of grief 
may be criminal, and this pas- 
sion stands interposed between 
angry resentment and pity or 
compassion, still allied in its 
nature more nearly to the latter. 
A good parent is grieved by the 
sinful obstinacy of his children, 
he sees their ingratitude and 
sin, feels the injury done to 
himself, still is ready to forgive 
on repentance and reformation. 

When God describes himself 
as being grieved, it is an ex- 
pression both of his displeasure 
and benevolence. 

The grief of an infinite mind 
cannot imply unhappiness, or 
any wish for a change in the 
principles of his government. 
He saw a world formed in wis- 
dom, and for the most grand 
purposes : He suw the race of 
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men originally created in his 
own image, but now debased by 
sin and exposed to eternal pain : 
While he saw men helpless in 
themselves, he knew all his own 
resources, through which he 
could make bis kingdom more 
glorious than if sin had never ' 
been committed: He benevo- 
lently pitied the miserable men 
whom he must view, on ithe 
principles of a wise govern- 
ment, consigned to the destruc- 
tion of an universal deluge. 
“The Lord was greived at 
his heart.” ‘ He hath no plea- 
sure inthe death of a sinner. 
Why will ye die O house of Is- 
racl!” These, with innumera- 
ble other descriptions in the 
word of God, assure- us, that in 
his general and even in his puni- 
tory government,he doth not act 
from such principles of revenge 
as actuate the wicked hearts and 
hantls of men. 

The Lord is glorious in his 
judgment.—The Lord reigneth 
let the earth rejoice. While jua- 
lice and judgment are the hab- 
itation of hie throne, mercy and 
truth go before him. 


N H 
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Mr. Epiror, 

THE life of Mrs. Amelia 
Flint, itis supposed, furnishes 
so many materials important to 
the Christian, and interesting to 
the cause of religion, that they 
ought to be collected and pub- 
lished for the encouragement 
of the pious, and for the iinita- 
tion of all. The following 


have been collected on the sub- 
ject, which, if-you think proper, 
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you will favor with a place in 
your Magazine. 
Yours, 
A. 


RS. AMetiA FLINT was 
the daughter and eldest 
child of Col. Hezekiah Bissell 


of Windsor, a gentleman of 


high respectability at the bar, 
who held offices under the gov- 
ernment of this State, and with 
fidelity discharged his trusts. 

In her natural disposition 
Mrs. Flint possessed, ina high 
degree, that softness and ten- 
derness of feeling which are 
peculiar to her sex, and which 
are their ornament. To be 
obliging, and .to promote the 
happiness of others was her 
delight. Sacrifices on her part 
for their comfort, were com- 
mon, and were made with 
cheerfulness. Her sensibilty 
was such as in many, without 
the influence of divine grace, 
tenders them unhappy, but in 
the pious is a means of high en- 
joyment, and a sense of comfort. 
Her experience in this respect 
led to the indulgence of her 
feelings. 

It is not uncommon, that a 
heart highly susccptible. of 
tender emotions, is accom- 
panied with an understanding 
which is quick in its apprehen- 
sion. Such was the mind of 
Mrs. Flint. In the things of 
religion, which above all others 
afforded her delight, she ap- 
prehended the truth with readi- 
ness. 

With such natural endow- 
ments, she was qualified for 
eminent usefulness, if her 
heart were sanctified by divine 
grace ; and God, who sees, the 
end from the beginning, in the 
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lime his wisdom chose, thus 
sanctified her to himseif. Her 
disposition, whichjwas naturally 
amiable, was rendered more so 
by the graces of the Spirit, and 
her engaging qualities, were 
enhanced by their. devotedness 
to God. 

We have reason to believe 
the time of God’s first mani- 
festation of himself in love to 
Mrs. Flint, then Miss Amelia 
Bissell, was in the twentieth 
year of her age. From her 
natural disposition we must 
suppose her to have moved in 
the common course of child- 
hood and youth : But now she 
was effectually called, and 
numbered with the lambs whom 
Jesus carries in his bosom. 

Of the particulars of her ex- 
ercises at the time of her con- 
version to God, and of the inci- 
dents in her life until the time 
of her marriage, but little is 
known to the writer of these 
memoirs. No doubt, her trials 
and supports, her strurgics and 
conquests through grace, dur- 
ring this critical period of life, 
were they known, would afford 
much instruction, admonition, 
and encouragement to the 
young. All that can be said is, 
that her disposition and early 
attachment to picty raised her 
in the esteem, and gained the 
affection of her acquaintance. 

In the year of our Lord 1791, 
and in the 27th year of her age, 
she was married to the Rev. 
Abel Flint, pastor of the south 
church in Hartford. ~ In this 
sphere of usefulness, she was 
destined to improve her talents. 
And here we behold those fruits 
of her conversion, which are the 
surest evidence that it was the 
work of God, and that it isa 
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change which is real, important 
andglorious. The view of divine 
truths which she had, was such 
as magnified the grace of God. 
The guilt and pollution of the 
sinner, his worthiessness and 
exclusion from every title to 
divine favor, the necessity of 
divine influence to change the 
heart, the dependence of the 
soulon God’s pleasure for the 
blessing, and on the supplies 
of his grace for its support, the 
necessity of earnestness and dil- 
igence in prayer and study of 
the truth, with self-examination, 
and the duty of acknowledging 
our own unprofitableness before 
God, after we have made the 
¢rcatest exertions, are truths that 
were prominent in the creed of 
Mrs. Flint. These it may be 
said she received in her religious 
education. Probably she did. 
And a blessed encouragement 
itis to godly parents that the 
early instructions given to chil- 
dren are often thus sanctified. 
It was however not her education, 
but the renewing influences of 
the Spiriton her heart that led 
her to embrace these truths as 
heronly hope and joy. The 
natural man recieveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God; 
for they are foolishness unto him ; 
neither can he know them, be- 
cause they are sfitritually discern- 
ed. But he that is spiritual 
Judgeth all things. 

Neither did the piety of Mrs. 
Flint consist barely in holding 
an orthodox creed. She expe- 
rienced the power of these 
truths on her heart ; she loved 
them, and out of the abundance 
of her heart, her mouth spake. 
On the suggestion of a friend, 
that we merit nothing at the 
hand of God but his wrath, she 
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replicd in words to this effect, 
“ Yes, what poor empty handed 
creatures are we! I can speak 
of myself for one, that I have 
nothing, nothing of my own 
butsin, andif God cast me off, 
I have nothing to reply against 
it. Iknow he wili do what is 
right, anc into his hands I com- 
mit myseli, for time and tor eter- 
nity. Iam no where safe butin 
his hands.” Her principles, 
the truth she believed, were ac- 
companied with correspondent 
exercises of heart. She believ- 
ed with the heart, and spake of 
these things under the influence 
of faith. 

Her principles embraced by 
faith were the life of her prac- 
tice. They filled her with a 
high interest in tHe things of | 
religion ; they led to the faith- 
ful discharge of every duty ; 
they promoted humility ; and 
they yicided support in afilic- 
tion. 

The prosperity of religion 
afforded her the greatest joy. 
The accounts of revivalsin difler- 
ent places she received with pe- 
culiar satisfaction. And when 
God was pleased to pour out his 
Spirit on the city of Hartford, 
and on-the society with which 
she stood connected, she was 
delighted to see, and as far as 
in her lay, to encourage the 
work. Her doors -were open- 
ed for the accommodation of 
those who desired to improve 
their evenings in seeking reli- 
gious instruction. No sacrifi- 
ces on her part were too great 
for the encouragement of the 
enquiring, and for the promo- 
tion of religion. She united 


with them in singing praise un- 
to God, for redemption by Je- 
When her debility 


sus Christ. 
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had become such as to render 
her almost incapable of exer- 
tion, she could not deny herself 
the pleasure of joining in the 
praises of God ; but continued 
until she was obliged, through 
weakness, to cease. The 
young of her sex found in her 
a mother in Israel, to counsci 
and encourage them im their 
attention ; and those who were 
more advanced, found her a 
sister in whom they had great 
delight. When her weakness 
rendcred it necessary that she 
should be confined to a separate 
room, at her request, the door 
of her apartment was Icit open, 
that as much as her frame could 
endure, she might unite with 
those assembled for worship. 
She could not think without 
pain of having the mectings, 
which were held at her house, 
removed, and her frieids contii- 
ued them to gratify her, when 
they supposed it would have 
been better for her, had sie con- 
sented to have them discontinu- 
ed. They were however con- 
tinued, in compliance with 
her desirc, until about five 
wecks, before she died. 

In every relation she sought 
and endeavored to be faithiul 
in the discharge of her duties. 

Her husband, she aided as an 
help-meet, to the utmost of her 
abilities, in his domestic con- 
cerns, and in the duties arising 
from her relation to him as the 
wife ofa pastor. To preserve 
his hours of study free from in- 
terruption, and to relieve his 
mind from worldly cares, was 
her constant endeavor. In his 


affection and judgment she pla- 
ced the fullest confidence. On 
the day of her death, she ap- 
peared apprehensive that it was 
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her last day, and expressed a 
desire that he might be out of 
the room as little as possible, 
Under the expectation of ker 
dissolution, it was her wish to 
have /is ‘presence, ihat she 
might have the benefit of such 
suggestions from the word of 
life as the judgment’of sucha 
near friend migiit select. 

Her children received the 
strictest attention to their edu- 
cation. She was sensible of the 
greatness of the privilere, to 
present them by faith in bop- 
tismn to the Lord, and therefore 
improved the privilege. Hold- 
ing ia rernecmbrance the solemn 
transaction, she sought to be 
faithful. As they had recei- 
ved the sign of the blood of 
sprinkling and of the washing of 
regeneration, and the seal of the 
righteousness of faith ; and as 
she had vowed to bring them 
up in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord, she endeavo- 
red to be faithful to her vows. 
They learned, from the earliest 
dawn of their understanding,the 
virtues of the Saviour’s blood, 
and their need of an interest in 
it; the- nature of the regencra- 
ting and sanctifying infiuences 
of the Spirit, and the necessity 
of their experiencing these in- 
finences ; and the ceriainty of 
salvation by faith, together with 
the importance of their posses- 
sing this grace. They saw, by 
her labors and prayers with 
them, the interest she felt in 
their spiritual welfare ; and 
while they were taught these 
thiags by precept, her example 
furnished them with the strong- 
est attractives to put in practice 
the principles they had been 
taught. 

In the°course of Providence, 
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Mrs. Flint was called to part, 
with her Father. By this stroke, 
as she was the eldest child of 
the family, she was called to 
the exercise of paternal care 
toward the younger children, in 
aid of the widow her mother. 

With her strong attachments, 
she must have experienced care 
for them, had she beenof young- 
er standing, much more did she 
experience it nw that her su- 
perior age required it. The 
sisters and brethrerr felt it, and 
with confidence in her affectton 
and judgment, listerse¢ to her 
counsels. They wert: not dis- 
appointed, for she delfyrhted to 
aid them, ans to see then? profit 
by advice. She was devoted to 
them like a parent. 

The poor found in her a heart 
that was ever moved with pAly 
for them. Nor was her pity 
spent in words of sympathy ; 
her hands did not fail to minis- 
ter to their relief according to 
her abilities. The blessing of 
those ready to perish rested 
upon her. 

In the society and converse of 
the godly, she took pleasure, 
not barely because it is a duty, 
but because with the Psalmist, 
and every new-born soul, she 
csteemed them the excellent of 
the earth, and in them she had 
delight. With these she con- 
versed with the freedom of 
nearest friends, and rejoiced to 
frequent their society. With 
them she felt herselfat home. 
In the days-of her confinement, 
the desired to receive such as 
often as possible, both to con- 
verse, and to hear their conver- 
sation. It was on these occa- 
sions that she was sometimes 
carried beyond her strength. 
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deavored to restrain herself. 
But she could not deny herself 
the enjoyment, for the sake of a 
frame which she knew was 
sinking daily into death. After 
a long conversation which fa- 
tigued her much, che knew her 
friends considered her impru- 
dent in these exertions, and by 
way of apology she observed to 
her niece, “ you must expect 
that [ shall converse much, for 
I find that as the outward man 
perisheth the inward man is 
renewed.” 

The public worship of God’s 
house was unremittingly attend- 
ed by her, when it was practi« 
cable and consistent with her 
health to be there. She attenc- 
ed often when, in the judgment 
of her friends, her state of 
health required self-denial and 
confinement. It was her at- 
tachment to the institutions and 
worship of God, that induced 
her attendance with such exer- 
tions. When she was wholly 
deprived of the privilege by 
her sickness, she often spake of 
her loss, and reviewed, with 
gratit.ude, the privileges she 
had ex\joyed in days of better 
health. 

It may,v be supposed by those 
who have> become acquainted 
with Mrs. Flint, only by what 
has been written respecting her 
thus far, tha\t she must have 
been self-coniident, and lifted 
up with her attainments: so 
much the reverse of this was 
she, that if we we. te to point out 
the most promine:%t feature in 
her character, we Tiust s2y It 
was self-difidence am humility. 
To speak of herself ever filled 
her with fears. [¢ Was only 
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when she was carried aw.«y from 


She. was sensible of it, and en- | self to the thoughts of Girl,'ant 
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divine things, that she enjoyed 
consolation. Her love, coimpar- 
ed with the glory of God, was 
in her view so cold ; her faith, 
compared with its encourage- 
ment to exercise, so weak ; her 
hope, considering the sure 
foundation before her, so feeble ; 
that she manifested a serious 
concern whether she had any of 
these at all. But when she 
thought of the fulness of the 
Saviour, the perfections of God 
In him, she could say, He is my 
refuge. Por improvement of 
privieges was as nothing in her 
View, and occasioned her often 
to lament that she had not been 
more faithful. “ How nume- 
rous and how precious,” said 
she, “ have been my advanta- 
ges, and how poorly have 1 im- 
proved them!” The itmport- 
ance of domestic education, in 
her view, and a distrust of her- 
sclf, led her to converse fre- 


quently on the subject with her, 


friends. On these occasions 
she spake of her imperfections 
and failures, and of the necessi- 
ty of mercy and forgiveness 
from God, for parental neglect. 
She felt the importance of a 
prudent choice of seasors and 
modes of instruction, and suppo- 
sed herself deficient in this,while 
she attended to the duty in other 
respects. As to herseil, as 
the object of divine compassion, 
it appeared rich graceindeedthat 
she should be eccepted at all. 
The lowest place in the king- 
dom of heaven, was the highest 
favor she could dare to wish. 
In her own view it must be the 
riches of grace that should 
place her there. On the subject 
of her death, she often conver- 
sed, and desired not so much 
her own comfort and triumphant 
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feelings in it, as that God might 
be glorified. ‘The glory of God 
was her supreme desire. In 
all things she appeared humble, 
and was uniform in that humil- 
ity. 

Afflictions try the spirit of pi. 
ety beyond all things else. — 
They are the furnace that tries 
thegold. Mrs. Flint was called 
toendure much ofthese. Ithas 
been mentioned that she was 
called to part with ter father. 
Other members of her family 
were 2'so taken away by death in 
early life. She likewise buried 
her oldest son in the sixth year 
of his age, and her younrest in 
the second. She had a fecble 
constitution that received re- 
peated shocks of sickness. Yet 
uncer all inese triais she was 
submissive, and came forth out 
of them as gold purified. By all 
these, through the influence of 
grace, she was prepared to en- 
dure her last and greatest trial 
in the sickness with which she 
died. She was long confined 
under the tedious decays of a 
consumption. From the com- 
mencement of the complaint, 
she was apprehensive of its na- 
ture, but felt no concern on 
the subject. After hectical 
symptoms had long continued, 
and had been patiently endured 
by her, she felt encouragements 
which are peculiar to the disease, 
and thought she might recover. 
When her complaint was fully 
ascertained, by her physicians, to 
be a fixed consumption, they 
communicated the information 
to her husband that he might 
inform her, in such a manner as 
his judgment should direct. 
He acquainted her with the 
opinion of the physicians. It 
must have been a trial toher to 
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hear this opinion under any cir- 
cumstances, butfespecially when 
she had flattering expectations of 
recovery. She received the in- 
formation however, with compo- 
sure and resignation. From 
this time her mind was princi- 
pally directed to a consideration 
of her approaching end, al- 
though interrupted for a short 
season by the hope of recovery. 
And gradually, as she decayed, 
her mind seemed to become 
more and more settled in its 
exercises on the subject. 

On the 19th of Jan. last, the 
day preceding the evening of 
her death, every request and 
every direction manifestly aim- 
ed at the exclusion of all earth- 
ly disquieting thoughts, and at 
the indulgence of the thoughts 
of eternity. Apparently sensi- 
ble that she had no more to do 
for her children, and that con- 
versation with them or the 
thoughts of them might awaken 
feclings that must disturb her 
mind, she did not choose to have 
them converse with her on that 
day, nor did she speak of them 
at all. ‘The command she had 
of her feelings on this subject 
was manifested on the appear- 
ance of her daughter, who had 
been detained at the boarding 
school the preceding night on 
account of the weather. She 
came to the bed side of her 
Mamma, and looked upon her. 
She was requested by her cousin 
to speak toher Mamma. No, 
replied the mother. She had 
apparently purposed to avoid 
such interruption to her mind, 
because she had no more to do 
for her children, and must now 
dwell on other subjects. The 
child turned away and walked 
pensive to the fire. Her Mam- 
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ma had not lost her affection for 
her only daughter ; she ob- 
served, I fear I have grieved 
her. But her desire was to be 
weaned from her friends the 
few moments she had left, and 
her purpose was unmoved. 

Mrs. Flint continued in this 
state of calmness and possession 
of reason through the day. Her 
requests, and her replies to en- 
quiries that were put, were 
made with great composure. In 
the evening at ten o’clock, the 
time of her departure had arriv- 
ed, and as she had been waiting 
for the moment she appeared tog 
feel like onc whose desire was@ 
now to be accomplished. She 
peinted with her hand toward 
heaven, whither she was depart- 
ing in peace, and her soul left 
its clayey dwelling to ascend 
and enter into rest. 

~ 
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Form of Consecration used at the 
Dedication of a new Church, 
Park Street, Doston. 

Doctor Griffin’s Sermon. 


6“ ND now, in pursuance of 

A the design of our meet- 
ing, we proceed to dedicate this 
house to Him for whom it was 
erected. May God attend! Let 
all the angels witness ! We 
religiously devote this edifice to 
the Father, infinite and self-ex- 
istent ; to the Son, the bright- 
ness of His Father’s glory ; to 
the Holy Ghost, almighty and 
eternal. To the honor and ser- 





vice of the ever blessed ‘Trinity 
we solemnly dedicate these walls, 
these arches, these columns, this 
pulpit, that towering spire, and 
all that contains, with all that is 
contained within these sacred 
limits. For the preaching of 
P 
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the word, for the public service 
of prayer and praise, for the ad- 
ministration of the sacraments 
of the new testament, and for 
the residence of the eternal God, 
we consecrate the house. And 
now, O Lord, if dust and ashes 
may speak to thee, graciously 
attend to our supplications — 
When thy peopic, overwhelm- 
ed with trouble, shall spread 
their distresses before thee in 
this house ; when the heaven 
is shut ufit, and there is no rain, 
ov they are fut to the worse 
before the enemy, or their spiritu- 
al foes carry them away cafilives; 
and they shall return, and con- 
fess their sins, and pray betore 
thee, in this place ; then do thou 
hear, and answer ! When, un- 
der temptation or darkness, they 
shail come hither to inquire of 
thee as by Urim and Thummim, 
do thou give responses, and 
guide them with thy counsel /— 
And now, what wait we for? 
Arise, O Lord, into thy rest, thou 
and the ark of thy strength !— 
Beho!ld Him here! His glory 
fills the house ! Bow yourselves 
before a present God! 

“ How dreadful is this place ! 
this is none other but the house of 
God, and this is the gate of hea- 
ven / I am filled with awe as 
the sacredness of the place, and 
the everlasting consequences of 
preparing and devoting it to 
God, rise before me ! Here God 
will sit ; and hither his people 
will come to receive instruction 
from His lips, and blessings 
from His hands. Here the des- 
pairing sivner will find a beam 
of hope. Balm will here be 
offered to hea! the broken heart. 
The Lord will count, when He 
writeth up the profile, that this 
and that manwasbornhere. But, 
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O my soul ! what thinkest thou 
of the negotiations for peace be- 
twecn heaven and earth, which 
are here to be carried on? If all 
nations turn their eves to the 
place where a treaty between 
the powers of Lurope, is discus- 
sed ; with what interest do cur 
departed fathers contemplate 
such a place as this ! Spirits of 
Whiteficld, Tennent, Davies, 
and Edwards ! how, as ye pass 
over, do ye regard an assembly 
of immortal creatures, listening 
to the messages of God, while 
ye sce the recording angel re- 
gistering their names, and im- 
printing on the tablets of eter- 
nity their treatment of the 
propositions of heaven? As ye 
range the fields of light, and 
behold some of your former 
hearers wrapt in folds of cternal 
darkness, tell us, heavenly spi- 
rits, what think ye of the house 
of God ? 

“ In this house the gospel will 
be to some the savor of life unto 
life ; and to others, the savor of 
death unto death. Should his 
church stand a century and a 
half, and its seats be generally 
filled, how many thousands will 
hear the gospel within these 
walls ! Millions of times will all 
those thousands look back from 
eternity to this house, with in- 
conceivable pleasure or pain.— 
By all those thousands, the ef- 
fect of its erection and dedica- 
tien will be felt, millions of ages 
after this world is no more.— 
These measures, then, I consid- 
er as the antecedents of happi- 
ness and misery, greater than 
the mind of man can now con- 
ceive. The time will come 
when. not a tonguc in the uni- 
verse will make these measures 
the subject of a jest.” 
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On the Divinity of the Holy 
Sfiirit. 


“JF he can quicken who is 
not God; if he can sanctify 
who is not God ; if he can dwell 
in believers who is not God ; 
if he can give grace who is not 
God ;—then the Holy Ghost 
may be denied tobe God. If 
any creature can do these things, 
which are spoken of the Holy 
Ghost, then letthe Holy Ghost 
be called a creature.”—Every 
real Christian will feel, fram his 
own experience, the force of this 
argument. 


ed 
Humility. 


Humurry is “ a virtue which 
neither those have who love the 
world, nor those who profess to 
have renounced the world by 
their own strength. By which 
distribution, the same Civision 
of men into two sorts is pointed 
out, which has ever taken place 
since the time of Christ.—Phar- 
isees and Sadducees were their 
names among the Jews ; in the 
Gentile world the terms Stoics 
and Epicureans give the same 
distinction. In the school of 
Augustine lovers of the world, 
and men proudly boasting in 
their own strength, pointed out 
the difference, which we now 
commonly mark by the terms 
worldly-minded, and self-right- 
eous: While in all ages the 
genuine religion of real humili- 
ty stands contra-distinguished 
from both.” 
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Religious Intelligence. 


IT hath long been an opinion 
ofthe most judicious, that the 
powers of a civilized govern- 
ment are necessary for the in- 
troduction of Christianity among 
the heathen. Ofthis, the fol- 
lowing extract from the last 
report of the Baptist Mission 
Society, is acofirmation. The 
Lord reigneth in the midst of 
the nations, and over-ruleth the 
events produced by human 
counsels for the advancement 
of his kingdom of grace in the 
world. Noman can doubt, that 
the English establishments in 
India were first formed, and are 
now nationally supported, for 
the purposes of commerce and 
gain ; still, there is reason to 
believe that these events will be 
the means of introducing the 
pure doctrines of the gospel to 
the knowledge of innumerable 
perishing heathen. In the pe- 
riod of which the prophet Dan- 
iel speaks, in which many shall 
run toand fro, and knowledge 
be increased, a doctrinal ac- 
quaintance with the Christian 
religion will be spread through 
the carth. E. 





INTERESTING EXTRACTS FROM 
THE LAST REPORT OF THE 
BAPTIST MISSION SOCIETY. 


“IT is neither my business 
nor my wish even to glance at 
any thing of a political nature ; 
my calling as a missionary 
however can never abate my 
affection to my native country, 
nor can I cease to feel deeply 
interested in its welfare. I am 
conscious too that no one in 
Leadenhall street, nor even in 
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Britain, more ardently wishes 
for the permanence and pros- 
perity of the British empire in 
India than myself; and [ can- 
not at all times avoid weighing 
those ideas respecting the prob- 
able means of securing these 
objects, which my _ situation 
among the natives and my ac- 
quaintance with their notions 
and feelings naturally suggest ; 
and I am fully convinced that 
one of the most effectual means 
of perpetuating the British do- 
minions in India will be the 
calm and silent, but steady and 
constant, diffusion of Christian 
light among the natives.  Lit- 
tle is at any time to be feared 
from the Hindoos: they are 
too much divided and too indo- 
lent to be formidable. It is my 
firm opinion, that to the very 
end of time, throurh their im- 
becility of character, which 
Christianity itself will never 
remove, they will be dependent 
on some other nation; and 
happy will it be forthem, should 
Providence continue them un- 
der the mild and fostering care 
of Great Britain, provided she 
actin her proper character, as 
a nation professing Christianity. 
The genius however of Ma- 
homctanism, ambitious and 
blood-thirsty in iis very nature, 
is of a totally different complex- 
ion. Mahometansnever forget 
that they once had the domin- 
ion throughout India, and noth- 
ing can ever be expected from 
them, except on the ground of 
their weakness and inability. 
It is childish to talk about 
Christianity’s alarming them : 
they neither peed nor wait for 
apy alarm of this nature: their 
lust of dominion and hatred of 
the British are sullicient at all 
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times to incite them to resis- 
tance, if they possessed the abil- 
ity; and when they have no 
strength, which is happily the 
case at present, no alarm about 
Christianity can impart it to 
them. ‘The Hindoos thenare a 
kind of caput mortuum, lying be- 
tween the Mahometans and the 
British ; and the question is 
who shall secure them ? It is 
truce they have no predilection 
for the Mussulmans ; but it is 
equally true, that nothing can 
ever effectually attach an idola- 
trous Hindoo to the British; 
not merely because their wor- 
ship, ideas and habits are differ- 
ent, but because the Hindoos are 
in their present state incapable 
of attachment, unless it be to 
theircast. They are not attach- 
ed to their own dedbiahs : they 
wili speak and write against 
them for money. Hence an 
appearance of greater profit 
would turn them from any na- 
tion upon carth. Every attempt 
thereiore to create attachment 
by assimilation in any degree 
with their religious customs or 
worship, is totally unavailing. 
Impart vital genuine Christiani- 
ty to them, and you give them 
anew nature ; you create new 
ideas, and new attachments ; at- 
tachments stronger than death ; 
attachments too, of which the 
Sritish as Christians are the full 
objecis. But setting aside every 
effect of Christianity on their 
minds, their being of the same 
opinion with the English in 


matters of religion, would be 
the same thing in effect as be- 
ing of the same cast, and would 
insensibiy, but powerfully, at- 
tach thei to the same interest. 

“ There Is also another idea, 
of which we should never lose 
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sight. Every converted Hindoo 
or Mussulman is necessarily 
the cordial friend of the British, 
on the ground of his own inter- 
est and security ; for on the 
continuance of their empire in 
India his very existence de- 
pends. By embracing Christi- 
anity he has not only dissolved 
allthe ties which hold him firmly 
to his cast and superstition, but 
he has incensed his friends and 
countrymen against him, and 
has every thing todread from 
their obtaining the ascendency 
in India. Hence every step 
which might be taken against 
the English must threaten the 
existence both of himself and all 
that are dearto him. Whata 
powerful counterpoise in favor 
of the British government would 
be created in India, even by 
the partial progress of Christi- 
anity ! Say, that of the millions 
of Hindoostan, only five hun- 
dred thousand persons had em- 
braced Christianity ; who can 
calculate the value of five hun- 
dred thousand such friends, thus 
united to us, both by inclination 
and interest, and scattered up 
and down throughout the Brit- 
ish dominions in India? On 
this subject let the testimony 
of Bartelomeo, a professed pa- 
pist, be heard, as you have it 
in his voyage, p. 207. The 
newly converted Christians on 
the coast of Malabar are the 
chief support of the Dutch East 
India Company at Cochin, and 
are always ready to take up 
arms in their defence. The 
Pagans and Mahometans are 
naturally enemies to Europeans, 
because they have no similarity 
to them either in their exter- 
nal appearance or in regard to 
their manners. If the English 
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therefore donot endeavor to sc- 
cure the friendship of the Chris- 
tians in India, on whom can 
they depend? How can they 
hope to preserve their posses- 
sions in that remote country ? 
In the above considerations may 
be found one of the reasons why 
neither Hyder Aji nor Tippoo 
Sultan could maintain their 
ground against the [nglish, and 
the king of Travancore on the 
coast of Malabar. The great 
number of Christians residing 
there, whom Hyder and his son 
every where persecuted, always 
took part with the English.” 
Dec. 5. Gorachund and Sar- 
tak, who had been suspended 
from communion, were again 
restored. The case of Neclon 
was also considered, who about 
cleven months before had been 
excluded for having through 
fear, on his return to his rela- 
tions, complicd with certain 
idolatrous customs. His con- 
duct for sometime after his ex- 
clusion was careless and obdu- 
rate ; but for several months 
past he has manifested different 
feelings, has constantly attended 
to different meetings of the 
brethren for prayer, and expres- 
seda strong desire to be united 
again with those who love our 
Lord Jesus Christ. On this 
occasion the church thought it 
their duty to require, for their 
fuller satisfaction, a specific and 
particular account of his reasons 
for wishing again to unite with 
the followers of the Saviour, 
whom he had in effect denied. 
He then stated, that some time 
after the church had excluded 
him, as he was one day reading 
Matthew xxi., he was peculiarly 
struck with those words :— 
“ Whosoever shall fali upon 
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this stone shall be broken, but 
upon whomsoever it shall fall, 
it will grind him to powder ?” It 
immediately occurred to him, 
that his loose walking, and his 
fear of man, arose from his hav- 
ing never experienced that 
brokenness aiid contrition of 
spirit which pertains to such 
as betake themselves to Christ 
for refuge ; and that he had ev- 
ery reason to fear that he should 
see the latter part of the verse 
verified in his destruction from 
the presence of God, and the 
glory of his power in the great 
and last day. This gave a new 
turn to his thoughts, made him 
seek forgiveness with new ear- 
nestness, continue searching 
the word, and desire the com- 
pany of those who appeared to 
love the Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity. He hoped that as 
the Lord had graciously forgiv- 
en Peter after his fall, he would 
be pleased to extend his mercy 
even to him ; and he now wish- 
ed from his heart to be again uni- 
ted to those who fear God, and 
to devote the remainder of bis 
life to his service. ‘The testi- 
mony of the other brethren res- 
pecting his subsequent walk 
and conversation, fully corrob- 
orated this profession of repen- 
tance, which was rendered the 
more credible by the circum- 
stance of his being perfectly 
disinterested in point of tempo- 
ral advantage, as his readmis- 
sion could not in the least affect 
his worldly prospect, he being 
already in full employ, and hon- 
orably supported himself and 
his brother by his labor in the 
printing-office. The readmis- 
sion of this young brother 
seemed almost like recciving 
enc from the dead, while the 
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natural quickness of his under. 
standing, and his long acquain- 
tance with the scriptures, affor- 
ded much hope of uscfulness to 
the cause of Christ. 


—er- 2): 


Missionary Extracts illustrating 
the frrofound Ignorance and 
Superstition of the Heathen. 
Who that is a Christian can re- 


fuse to contribute his mite for their 
Instruction ! 


“ Juty 6. This weck we have 
killed two venomous snakes. 
One was found near the dwel- 
ling house of Anandcrayer, who, 
two nights ago, felt it at his 
side when he awoke; but, 
providentially, it made off with- 
out hurting him. The natives 
(who are very averse to killing 
these animals, because they are 
the objects of their worship) 
earnestly entreated us to spare 
their lives, and to deliver them 
over to their care: however, as 
we could see no good cnd to be 
obtained by such a measure, we 
dispatched them. The natives 
immediately exclaimed, with 
enthusiastic joy, “they are 
gone to be eternally happy in 
the presence of Vishnoo!’’ 

“ July 10. Sunday. Going 
into town this morning, we saw 
many Brahmins assembled to- 
getherina garden, performing 
the funeral of a Sanyasee Brah- 
min ; that is, one who, for the 
sake of devoting himself en- 
tirely to religion, cither de- 
clines the state of matrimony 
altogether, or, if married, for- 
sakes his wife and family to 
live a monastic life. The souls 
of these men arc thought to be 
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perfectly purified ; so that, 
when they make their exit from 
the earthly body, they are not 
clothed with a heavenly body, like 
those who attain to purity by 
other means, but are imme- 
diately absorbed in the Deity, 
whose bliss continually increa- 
ses by the union of these holy 
souls. On this account their 
bodies must not be burned, af- 
ter the usual manner of the 
country, but buried. The 
corpse is brought to the grave, 
covered with three coloured 
cloths, which are placed on the 
body, as soon as all hopes of 
lifeare gone. These clothsare 
taken possession of by the chief 
mourners, and worn by them, 
as sacred relics, until they are 
perfectly tattered andtorn. Be- 
fore the body is committed to 
the grave, the attendants beat 
on the skull of the deceased 
with a cocoa nut, till the skull 
is broken, which noise being 
heard in heaven, is considered 
as highly acceptable to God, 
and to all the celestial beings’. 
“ QO Lord! arise and shine 
upon this people! dispel their 
darkness, aud cause them to 





see the light of the knowledge 
of thy glory in the face of Je- 
sus Christ !” 


— =o 


ORDINATION. 


ON Wednesiay, the 14th ult. the 
Rev. NEwTon SKINNER was or- 
dained colleague pastor with the 
Rev. Jchn Smalley, D. D. over the 
first church of Christ in Berlin 
The Introductory Prayer was offer- 
ed by Mr. Porter of Granby ; the 
Sermon by Mr. Gay of Suffield ; the 
Consecrating Prayer, by Dr. Per- 
kins of West-Hartford ; the Charge 
given by Mr. Upson of Kensington ; 
the Fellowship of the churches was 
expressed by Mr. Brace of New- 
ington ; and Mr. Porter of Farm- 
ington made the concluding Prayer. 

The day was uncommonly fine, 
a large concourse of spectators as- 
sembled, and were gratified by the 
animated and excellent perform- 
ances of the day. We were happy 
to notice his Excellency Governor 
TREADWELL among the spectators 
of a scene so important to the pros- 
perity of a wise government, and 
so interesting to the friends of that 
kingdom which is not of this world. 


— © sa 


POETRY. 


eeer 


A Farewell Address, 


LATELY COMPOSED BY A YOUTH, AND ADDRESSED TO HIS CHRIS- 
TIAN COMPANIONS, ON HIS LEAVING THEM WITH A VIEW T®@ 
PREPARE FOR THE MINISTRY. 


FAREWELL, my friends, a short farewell ! 
Soon we shall meet on that blest shore, 
Where love and friendship ever dwell, 
And parting sighs are heard no more. 
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While thro’ this wilderness we roam, 

Tho’ for a season cali’d to part, 
The sweet remembrance of our home, 

Shall soothe the sorrows oi the heart. 
Jesus, I hear thy sovereign voice, 

That calls me from my native land ; 
Lord, | resign all earthly joys, 

My friends, my comforts, to thy*hand. 
Dear Lord, indulge this parting tear, 

Mh ! hear fond friendship’s ardent prayer ; 
Keep them secure from every fear, 

The objects of thy tenderest care. 
When sorrow rolls its billows high, 

And nature wears a frowning face ; 
Let them to thy cear bosom fy, 

And find ‘thy name a hiding place. 
When Satan throws his fiery darts, 

And sins their inward peace assail ; 
Dear Saviour, heal their broken hearts, 

And let thy conquering grace prevail. 
When at thy footstool low they bend, 

And raise to heaven their suppliant hands ; 
Oh! may one ardent wish ascend, 

For him who dwells in distant lands. 
Then hear in Heaven thy dwelling place, 

And grant an answer from above, 
To each impart thy sovereign grace, 

And let us taste thy heavenly love. 
Permit us, Lord, once more to meet, 

Within thy temple here below, * 
To lay our blessings at thy feet, 

And own the hand that guides us thro’. 
When the decisive hour shall come, 

And death shall break these tender ties ; 
Then take our willing spirits home, 

To thy blest mansion in the skies. 
There Jesus’ radiant smiles appcar ; 

There God and his blest angels dwell ; 
There friendship knows no parting tear ; 

Nor ever speaks a sad farewell ! 


—a > oe 
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